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By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

W
ho says one person can’t make a
difference? In fact, that one per-
son in this technological/elec-

tronic age can get the attention of the pow-
ers that be a lot faster than they can react.

That is exactly what happened when the

father of an 82nd Airborne U.S.Army sol-
dier pointed out the deplorable conditions
of barracks at Fort Bragg, NC, in which his
son was quartered upon return from com-
bat duty in Afghanistan. He photographed
the conditions and posted those images on
UTube.

In his video that father also asked view-
ers to contact their congressional represen-
tatives to demand that the barracks’ condi-
tions be rectified. That sent out not a ripple
but a tidal wave through the military es-
tablishment to make sure the Fort Bragg
example was not the normal single-soldier
living conditions nationwide.

Last Wednesday afternoon Fort Belvoir

conducted a media tour of its single-soldier
barracks and the upgrades underway to
further improve those living conditions. This
$21 million project also includes a 276
“Wounded Warrior” room complex that is
scheduled for completion by 2011.

These American Disabilities Act (ADA)
compliant rooms are specifically designed
to aid severely wounded soldiers in being
able to enjoy independent living in well
designed and equipped accommodations
while they are in transition to either con-
tinue their military service or reenter civil-
ian life.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

F
airfax County
Board of Supervi-
sors recently
voted to fund the

next, more in-depth, study
phase of the Belle View Area
Flood Control Project as part
of the County’s FY09 budget.
It will be paid for from the
County’s Stormwater “Penny
Fund,” which sets aside one
cent of every tax dollar col-
lected annually.

The estimated County

funding for the study ranges
from $1 million to $1.1 mil-
lion. The actual amount will
not be established until the
work plan for the
Stormwater Penny Fund,
which now contains a total
of $22 million, is presented
to the Board of Supervisors
in June.

The study, to be under-
taken by the Army Corps of

Engineer, will focus on the feasi-
bility of creating a combination
flood wall/levee along the west-
ern side of the George Washing-
ton Memorial Parkway from the
area of Belle Haven Road to where
the Parkway crosses Dyke Marsh.
The proposal grew out of the
storm surge flood devastation in
Belle Haven and New Alexandria
during Hurricane Isabel.

“This is a very encouraging de-
velopment. We owe a great deal
of gratitude to Supervisor Hyland,
Congressman Moran, the staff of
the County Stormwater Manage-
ment Office, and many others who
have been working tirelessly for
several years now to keep this ef-
fort moving forward,” said John
Giglio, Belle View Area Coalition.

Mount Vernon District Supervi-
sor Gerald Hyland urged the
County Board of Supervisors to
support a request for Federal funds
“to help finance a civil works
project in the Belle Haven water-
shed” to prevent a recurrence of
the 2003 disaster. The in-depth
study is the next step in the pro-
cess.

During a meeting at the Belle
View Elementary School earlier
this Spring the Corps of Engineers
presented a plan that calls for a
flood wall/levee with a pumping
station for interior drainage. Their

County to Fund
Flood Wall Study

“This is a very
encouraging
development.”

—John Giglio,
Belle View Area Coalition

“Wounded Warrior”
housing provides
living independence.

These Are Not Your Father’s Barracks

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

Y
ogi Berra would have felt right at home Mon-
day night at the Spring Bank Community As-
sociation meeting — it was definitely “deja

vu all over again.” Another potential developer
presenting another set of plans calling for re-
tail, office, and, yes, hotel space immediately
adjacent to the King Crossing site.

This time the driving force, as outlined by
Attorney Gifford R. Hampshire, representing
land owner Penn Daw Properties, was all the
supposed contractors and other firms coming
to the Route 1 corridor as a result of the Base
Realignment & Closure Report’s (BRAC) im

Penn Daw Properties overall site plan for development of land along Route 1 adjacent
to the Kings Crossing site.

SBCA Goes Back To The Future
Could a ferris wheel
and cotton candy come
to Kings Crossing?

See SBCA,  Page 7See Flood Wall,  Page 4
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Crime Briefs

Penn Daw Homicide Eighth For
Year

Michael Anthony Ross, 49, of Suitland, Md., was found shot to
death Saturday, May 10, in an apartment in the 2900 block of
Furman Lane in the Penn Daw area of Mount Vernon District,
according to Fairfax County Police. It was Fairfax County’s eighth
homicide for 2008.

Police Officers found Ross after responding to a call shortly
after 11 p.m. Detectives from the Criminal Investigation Bureau,
crime scene technicians, a police helicopter and police K9 unit
responded following the discover. However, no suspects have been
apprehended as of this writing.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime Solvers by
phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187” plus message to
CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

One Arrest Made At DWI Check-
point

Approximately 233 motorists were stopped on Lockheed Bou-
levard near the intersection with Fairchild Drive Saturday, May
10, between 11 p.m. and 11:45 p.m. during a sobriety check-
point that netted one DWI arrest. Another person was charged
with possession of a false identification card and two others was
given summons for not having an operator’s license.

Eight Fairfax County Police Officers and four auxiliary police
officers participated in the checkpoint designed to make sure driv-
ers were not operating vehicles while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

Buckle Up Or Pay Up
Beginning this week Fairfax County Police will increase enforce-

ment and education on the use of seat belts. During “Click It or
Ticket” week motorists can expect to see officers conducting seat
belt surveys at intersections throughout Fairfax County, accord-
ing to police.

According to statistics there were 52 people killed in 47 ve-
hicle crashes in 2007 on County roads, 16 of those were either
pedestrians or bicyclists. Of the remaining victims, only 48 per-
cent were wearing restraints, according to police. During 2007,
Fairfax County Police issued 6,196 seat belt violations.

—Chuck Hagee

Lane Closed Temporarily
A small embankment failure Tuesday, May 13,  has caused de-

bris to migrate into the outside lane of the Telegraph Road ramp
after the entrance from the westbound lanes of Duke Street. Be-
cause of safety concerns, the outside lane of the Telegraph Road
ramp will be temporarily closed to traffic while the debris is re-
moved and repairs are made. Lane closure warnings are posted
on variable message boards near the ramp entrance. The lane
closure is anticipated to last one to three days, depending on
weather, and is likely to cause some traffic delays during the rush
hour.

Crime Reports

Incidents reported to the Mount Vernon district station of the Fairfax County
Police Department through May 9.

LARCENIES
8600 block Beekman Place. License plate stolen from vehicle
1600 block Belle View Blvd. Beer stolen from business.
8000 block Central Park Drive. Radio stolen from vehicle.
2300 block Huntington Ave. Beer stolen from business.
3400 block Lockheed Blvd. Purse stolen from school.
2600 block Memorial St. Bicycle stolen from vehicle.
Richmond Highway/Huntington Avenue. License plate stolen from

vehicle.
6300 block Richmond Highway. Drinks stolen from business.
7500 block Richmond Highway. License plates stolen from vehicle.
7600 block Richmond Highway. Beer stolen from business.
8100 block Richmond Highway. Beer stolen from business.
8200 block Richmond Highway. Gasoline stolen from service station.
6500 block Tower Drive. Wallet stolen from vehicle.

By Amber

Healy

Gazette

F
rom ei-
t h e r
side of
the En-

gineer Proving
Ground, little evi-
dence exists of the
8,500 employees
who will call the
property home

in 2011.
But, according to

representat ives
from the Army
Corps of Engineers
and the National
Geospatial-Intelli-
gence Agency, con-
struction is well
underway for a
new $1.7 billion,
2.4 million-square-foot office building.

Shortly after the groundbreaking ceremony in Sep-
tember, hundreds of workers began construction on the
new East Coast home of the National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency, consolidating three branches of the gov-
ernmental agency on the EPG as part of the Base Re-
alignment and Closure (BRAC) mandates passed by
Congress a few years ago.

“Currently, there are about 600 people working at the
construction site,” said Susan H. Meisner, a representa-
tive from the NGA. “This population will grow to over
2,400 workers during peak construction, in 2009-2010.”

Work is expected to be completed by August 2011,
with some NGA employees moving into the building as
early as January 2011, Meisner said.

With the exception of recent rainstorms, she said con-
struction has been going “very smoothly,” without any
major delays.

To be a bit more technical, “a lot of dirt” has moved

Well Underway at EPG
A rodman installs reinforcing steel on the technical building exterior wall.

News

Work on the new NGA headquarters at the Engineer
Proving Ground moving along smoothly.
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around at the EPG, and that is the dominating sight
to see there these days, said Chris Augsburger, pub-
lic information officer for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

“We’re starting to see lots of concrete being poured,
things are slowly starting to move upwards,” he said.

Thanks to a little cooperating weather, Augsburger
said he is confident the construction will be com-
pleted on time.

“It’s a very ambitious schedule, but you do what
you have to do to get things done,” he said.

OTHER INTERNAL needs, like roads and parking
lots to crisscross the 800-acre property, are in the
early design phases, and Augsburger said he believes
installation of water service will begin in April 2009.

The new office is “the largest construction project

See NGA, Page 33

Construction workers place forms for the grade beams at the central
utility plant building.

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Mary Anne Weber

703-917-6431 or maweber@connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 1

These soldiers are part of
Fort Belvoir’s Wounded War-
rior Unit. Presently there are
50 such personnel on base.
Twelve reside in the newly
designed quarters. Each of
those quarters is wheelchair
accessible not only as to ac-
cess but also as to mobility

within the housing unit —
cabinetry and sinks are
lower in both kitchen and
baths, bathrooms are larger,
light switches and doorways
are wheelchair friendly, etc.

“All soldiers deserve living con-
ditions commensurate with their
service to the nation, and in ac-
cordance with standards afforded
those they defend. We are making
great strides because the leader-
ship is involved,” said Fort Belvoir
Installation Commander Col.
Brian Lauritzen.

“The installation’s entire chain
of command and control is respon-

sible for identifying defi-
ciencies and taking cor-
rective action. When re-
sources permit, we submit
appropriate work orders
to get the work done. If
resources are insufficient,
then we identify the re-
quirements up the chain
to acquire resources,”
Lauritzen said.

 PRESENTLY FORT BELVOIR
has six, three story barracks build-
ing originally constructed in 1975.
They were last renovated in 1999/
2000. The present renovation be-
gan in November 2007 due to

changes in the Army’s single-sol-
dier quarters regulations.

“Right now the rooms in the
unrenovated buildings, are a little
less than 90 square feet each. They
are designed for two soldiers to a
room. They share the kitchen and
bath areas,” said Patricia A. Sea-
man, manager, Barracks Housing,
Ft. Belvoir.

“When this renovation is com-
plete we will be housing 398 sol-
diers in individual living quarters.
We hope to have all six buildings
completely renovated by early
2010,” she said.

In addition to redoing all rooms
throughout the complex, the
project also encompasses renova-
tions to the each building’s com-
mon areas such as hallways, stair-
well, and day rooms. Utility super-
structure, such as water and sew-
age line, are also being upgraded
throughout the barracks area, ac-
cording to Seaman.

“The standards have changed.
That is why we initiated this reno-
vation project. Plus we added the
Wounded Warrior project,” said
Donald Dees, public information
officer, Ft. Belvoir.

When the present barracks were
first constructed in 1975 the stan-
dard configuration was a three-
person room with a shared bath.
During the 1999/2000 renovation
that configuration was changed to
808 spaces in 404 rooms.

In the past two years projects
have been executed for mold
abatement, replacement of floor
covering, repair of safety deficien-
cies, HVAC systems, and common
areas as well as overall painting.
The exterior of the buildings were
power washed and courtyard cov-
ers installed.

Following the Fort Bragg inci-
dent, Army senior leadership “or-
der all installations to conduct in-
spections to determine if condi-
tions like those at Bragg exist else-
where” housing single active duty

New Look in Soldiers’ Barracks

A typical two person room in one of the present Ft.
Belvoir barracks buildings prior to renovation that will
convert such quarters to single person rooms with
increased living area and added amenities.

Patricia A. Seaman (rt), manager, Barracks Housing, Ft.
Belvoir, joins Joshua Camp, superintendent, Chamber-
lain Construction, Falls Church,  at the entrance toa Fort
Belvoir barracks building under renovation as part of a
total upgrade of all base barracks.

“All soldiers deserve
living conditions
commensurate with their
service to the nation.”

—Col. Brian Lauritzen, installation
commander, Ft. Belvoir

personnel. “We looked at living
conditions for our service mem-
bers here and have found they
meet Army standards,” Lauritzen
said. However, during a weekend
walk-through by Belvoir command
staff, one occupied room was dis-
covered with “mold or mildew,
peeling paint, and some fixture
rust posing a potential health haz-

ard. The occupant of that room
was immediately moved,” accord-
ing to barracks management.

“It is my job to keep our soldiers
in the best living environment.
And, that’s what I will do. We have
a zero mold tolerance. But, I also
need to hear from the soldiers if
there is something wrong with
their quarters,” Seaman said.

From Page 1

estimated cost for the
project was $12.5 million.

At that meeting Hyland told
the assembled residents of the
flooded area, “Getting to this
point has, at times, been ex-
cruciating. But, after we get

this report and hear your views I
will go to the Board of Supervi-
sors with a recommendation.” He
did this during County budget de-
liberations.

It is anticipated that the study
will be completed by the fall of
2009 thanks to funding from the

Study Funded
County, according U.S. Rep.
James P. Moran (D-8) speak-
ing the at school meeting.
“Once we have the study com-
plete that’s when I go to work
to get the federal funds (for
the overall project),” Moran
said.
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Rex Reiley 
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800 X123

Alex./Mt. Vernon $390,000

8280 Jake Place

Great price on this beaut 3lvl, brick frt T/H
w/3BR, 2.5BAs, gas FPL + garage. Agents*
this home has the optional 3 lvl bumpout
which adds 400 SQ FT LIVING SPACE! Huge,
luxurious, MBR suite & spa bath w/separate
shower & soaking tub. Meticulously maintained
w/upgraded carpets. Hdwd flrs in kit, dr, fam
rm. plus a 2 tiered deck. Great location: 5 mins

to Ft. Belvoir, 10 mins to Metro & Alex!

 Alex/Riverside $509,000

8318 Bound Brook Lane

Meticulous—Turn Key—Attention to
Detail. 3 terms that help describe this
“One of a Kind” home. Totally updated:
kit, baths, HVAC, exter & inter freshly
painted, new carpeting over hdwd flrs,
all new energy efficient windows, new
gar opener, gas fpl, beaut sun rm. addn,

lovely 2 tiered deck overlooking magnificent landscaped & fenced yd.
See complete list of updates in brochure at home. 2 miles to Ft Belvoir-
1 mile to GW Pkwy – walk to Ele & High schools. This is a 10.

Alex/Riverwood Road $829,900

3713 Riverwood Road

Large beautiful 6BR, 3.5BA Colonial in
Prestigious river front community of
Riverwood.  3 finished levels - large sun
room addition w/425 SF of storage room
below - updated and expanded kitchen -
remodeled baths - 2 FPLs - fresh

refinished hdwd floors on MN & UL - Large wrap around deck overlooking a
beautiful, fenced back yard on a .38 acre landscaped lot. Walk to Mansion
House Swim & Tennis Club. Owner is Licensed Real Estate Agent.

Mt. Vernon $534,900

5114 Old Mill Road
Golfers & Nature Lovers-A sophisticated touch
of country directly across from Mt. Vernon CC!
Lg beaut renovated & expanded 4BR, 3BA,
Cape Cod on a magnificent 2/3 acre lot. This
home is bursting w/charm & offers a country
front porch & 2 tiered deck w/inviting hot tub
overlooking a lg fenced back yd.Updated kit
w/granite counters & opens to breakfast & din-

ing rms. A huge great rm. w/wet bar & vaulted ceil is perfect for entertaining. 3
updated BAs, new siding & replacement windows in 2004.  Walk across St to MVCC-
1 mile to GW Pkwy & 2 miles to Ft. Belvoir – This home is truly unique!

Alex/Stratford $694,900

 8424 Porter Lane

Large Beautiful Cape Cod-Gramercy Model
w/ 5BRs, 4BAs & 2 Fireplaces.  3 finished
lvls including main lvl Master BR & MBA
plus an office.  UL boasts 4BRs & full
bath.  Beautiful updated country kit
w/hdwd floor & lovely breakfast rm. plus a
separate formal dining rm..  Lower lvl

offers a fam rm., den, full bath, 2 lg utility/workshop areas & walk out to a
spectacular .34 acre lot backing to woods & Little Hunting Creek.  Location,
size & beautiful landscaping give this home outstanding curb appeal & value!

Prince William/Four Seasons

$519,000

17185 Four Season Drive

Gorgeous 3BR+Den, 3.5BA, 2 Car
Garage Colonial backing to woods
in a 55+ Commuity. Gleaming
hdwd floors, gourmet kitchen
w/granite countertops & SS

appliances, loft, all professionally decorated. Beautiful window
treatments, sec. sys & much more.
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Alex/Mt. Vernon $539,900

8719 Gateshead Road

Experience nature’s beauty in this lovely 2 lvl
Rambler w/5BRs, 2.5BAs & over 2900 SF of
living area.  Totally updated: furnace, A/C,
Hot H2O, Baths, Kit, replacement windows &
doors, freshly refinished hdwd floors.  Freshly
painted interior.  Contemporary open floor
plan w/huge picture windows along front &

back. Full fin bsmnt w/walk-out to patio.  Lg deck overlooks a beautiful .5 acre yard
backing to woods teaming w/wildlife – private & serene! Great location-minutes to Ft.
Belvoir & GW Pkwy. This is a must see!
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The County Line

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

S
hould Fairfax County Public Schools keep
paying to bus tens of thousands of students
around the county for special programs?

The Fairfax County School Board engaged
in heated discussions about transportation service
involved the busing of gifted and talented students.
About 61,000 of the school system’s 164,843 stu-
dents are enrolled in the school system’s gifted and
talented program in 2008.

The school board split almost
evenly when deciding whether to
look at reducing transportation ser-
vices to elementary school gifted
and talented centers. The transpor-
tation task force had recommended
that the school board eliminate
gifted-and-talented bus services for
elementary school students who
have the same “level four” services
at their base schools.  Cutting the
program would save the school sys-
tem a little over $325,000.

Several board members rejected this recommen-
dation. Some schools do not have the number of
gifted-and-talented students required to offer a pro-
gram on the scale that of a gifted-and-talented cen-
ter, said school board member Kathy Smith (Sully.)

School board member Janie Strauss (Dranesville)
added that eliminating transportation to gifted-and-
talented centers would result in a drop in lower-in-
come and minority student enrollment.

“I am 100 percent certain that I am not going to
vote to deny transportation to gift-and-talented cen-
ters,” said school board member Ilryong Moon (At-
large).

Other school board members were more support-
ive of giving staff the flexibility to look at reducing
gifted-and-talent student transportation.

“If we are already offering a set of services in
schools, I can’t imagine why we would pay to send
students somewhere else,” said school board presi-
dent Dan Storck (Mount Vernon.)

“If we are going to put money into level four fund-
ing, then why do we have GT centers?” asked school
board member Liz Brasher (Springfield.)

EARLIER IN THE DAY, other questions were raised
about transportation of gifted and talented students
at the middle and high school level.

School staff said there wasn’t a significant distinc-
tion between middle school gifted-and-talented cen-
ters and the honors program offered through the
standard curriculum.

“I think it is a duplicative effort. … We do offer a
full gifted-and-talented center at every middle school
but some are called gifted-and-talented centers and
some are called honors programs,” said Peter
Noonan, assistant superintendent for instructional
services.

The largest difference was the honors program
offered more “flexibility,” allowing students to one
or two advanced classes instead of an entire curricu-
lum. Those enrolled in the gifted-and-talented pro-

gram had also typically been taking classes together
since elementary school, said Noonan.

“Most of the GT referrals are made in second
grade,” he said.

Noonan’s statement prompted questions from
board members about why the school system was
paying for gifted-and-talented transportation at this
level.

“If the offerings are at every middle school, why
are we busing kids all over the county?” said school
board member Tessie Wilson.

Some school board members said they should also
take a closer look at transportation to Thomas
Jefferson School for Science and Technology. The
school system’s chief operating officer Dean Tistadt
said the cost of the special high school’s transporta-
tion was  “not inconsequential. There is no way to
deal with TJ that doesn’t have a resource implication.”

At-large school board member
Tina Hone said she thought the
school board should consider re-
ducing transportation to Jefferson
given the tough budget situation.

“Maybe TJ parents are going to
have to figure out how to get to TJ,”
she said.

THE TRANSPORTATION TASK
force has also recommended bus-
ing Jefferson students to the local
elementary school with younger
children but both staff and the

school board were not supportive of the idea.
Tistadt said it would increase the number of

Jefferson “depots” from 25 to approximately 80 sites,
thereby costing more money. Several school board
members said they also had reservations about
middle and high school students sharing a bus to-
gether.

 “I don’t support any high school kids on an el-
ementary school bus, even if they are TJ kids,” said
Smith.

Some suggest reducing
gifted and talented
bus service.

Busing Changes?

“If the offerings
are at every middle
school, why are we
busing kids all
over the county?”

—School Board Member
Tessie Wilson.

Changes in Start Times?
 Students at some schools around the county could

end up starting school later and some could end up
starting earlier as Fairfax County school officials
consider some dramatic changes to its busing system.

Staff is looking to develop a three-bell schedule in
which some elementary schools could start earlier in
the morning and some middle and high school
students could begin school later.

The Fairfax County advocacy group, Start Later for
Excellence in Education Proposal (SLEEP), has been
campaigning for middle and high school students to
start school later for the last 10 years. The organiza-
tion cites research that show teenagers are
biologically inclined to stay up late and sleep more in
the mornings.

Currently, older students start class earlier in the
morning than their elementary school counterparts.

The school system is also looking to increase the
cost savings and efficiencies in its bus system. The
Fairfax County Public Schools’ transportation task
force has made many of the recommendations being
considered, including the change to start times.

The school board set some parameters for the
schools’ transportation redesign at its work session
May 12. Staff is expected to return with a draft
proposal later this year and the school board is
gathering input through “study groups” this summer.

Residents will only be able to join the “study
groups” if invited by the school board but staff
intends to hold wider public meetings on the
transportation plan next fall.

For more on allowing later start times for high
school students, see www.sleepinfairfax.org

For more on the transportation task force, see
www.fcps.edu/fts/taskforce07/
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The County Line

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Much more at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

School Snapshot

2008 Special School Program Enrollment
Fairfax County Public Schools provided a breakdown of specialty program enrollment based on race, ethnicity,

socioeconomic factors and special education needs in January 2008. When compared with overall enrollment figures,
students who are poor, black, Hispanic, English-language learners or who qualify for special education services are
underrepresented in gifted and talented and accelerated academic programs.  The same groups of students appear in
higher numbers in the U.S. military’s JROTC programs.

Program Overall Economically Limited Special black Hispanic white
Enrollment Disadvantaged English Education

FCPS Enrollment 164,843 31,320* 21,771 24,000 18,133* 26,374* 80,421
(All Schools) (19.9%) (7.6%*)  (14%)  (10.8%)  (16%)  (50.2%)

Career and 55,942 12,855 8,622 7,641 6,802 8,873 27,321
Technical Education (22.98%) (15.41%) (13.66%)  (12.16%)  (15.86%)  (48.84%)
(Middle, High Schools)

Foreign Language 44,543 342 3,568 3,081 3,855 4,946 25,189
(Middle, High Schools) (.77%)  (8.01%) (6.92%)  (8.65%)  (11.1%)  (54.76%)

Gift and Talented 61,775 5,180 7,595 Not Available 2,041 2,475 16,593
Services (Kindergarten – 12) (8.39%)  (12.29%) (6.83%)  (8.29%)  (55.55%)

JROTC 823 302 142 229 216 203 283
(Seven High Schools)  (36.7%) (17.25%) (27.83%) (26.25%) (24.67%) (34.39%)

2007 Advanced Placement/ 17,994 1,264 748 459 945 1,269 11,006
International Baccalaureate (7.02%) (4.21%) (2.55%) (5.25%) (7.05%) (61.16%)
enrollment (High Schools)

*approximate figures computed by The Connection Newspapers
—Julia O’Donoghue

 More Algebra for Eighth Graders
Fairfax County Public Schools will start offering a standard Algebra I

class in addition to its honors Algebra I class to eighth graders in two
middle schools next year.

The school system wants to increase middle school enrollment in
Algebra I so that more students will have the opportunity to complete
calculus by the end of high school.

It is difficult for students to fit in all the prerequisites for calculus if
they wait until ninth grade to take Algebra I, said staff.

Currently, about 47 percent of students complete Algebra I by the
end of eighth grade, according to Peter Noonan, assistant superinten-
dent for instructional services.

Like honors Algebra I, standard Algebra I will be an “open enroll-
ment” class, meaning that it will be available to anyone who wants to
take it. The class will resemble the standard Algebra I currently offered
to ninth graders.

Hughes and Thoreau middle school will be the first to offer standard
Algebra I through a pilot program next year. Noonan said the school
system wants to expand the offering to other middle school programs
in following years.

Fairfax County middle schools typically offer standard grade six, seven
and eight math as well as Algebra I, Geometry and sometimes Algebra
II, according to Noonan.

— Julia O’Donoghue

County Notebook

By Julia O’Donoghue

 The Connection

I
ncreases in class size, decreases in
staff pay raises and freezing expan-
sion of full-day kindergarten: these
are a few of the reductions that

Fairfax County Public Schools will consider
for the 2008-2009 school year.

School officials had requested a $63.7
million increase to the $2.26 billion budget
but Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
only provided an extra $40 million, leav-
ing the schools $23.7 million short of what
it requested. According to school officials,
the 2.5 percent in additional funding is the
smallest percentage increase in the county
transfer to the system since 1995.

Supervisors gave the schools a larger bud-
get increase than any other agency. Fairfax
County Public Schools was one of the only
local government branches to receive an
increase in funding at all, they said.

AN ENROLLMENT increase and rising
fuel prices mean that additional funds pro-
vided by the county will mostly be used to
cover existing costs and not to fund im-
provements or new programming, accord-
ing to a statement released by schools su-
perintendent Jack Dale.

Fairfax County Public Schools saw an ad-
ditional 3,541 students in 2008, which will
cost the system approximately $22.5 mil-
lion in additional funding. Transportation
costs related to enrollment increase and ris-

ing fuel prices will eat up an additional $7
million.

Dale has proposed to reduce the employee
salary raise from three percent to two per-
cent and halting the expansion of full-day
kindergarten and the elementary school
foreign language program. He would in-
crease class size by one half of student,
likely to affect general education classes
more than specialty classes.

The school system has also reduced
spending by “streamlining” several pro-
grams aimed at at-risk or low-income stu-
dents, including summer school, Project
Excel, QUEST, the Student Accountability
program, the Summit program, and Young
Scholars program.

WITH UNPOPULAR CUTS proposed, the
School Board is looking at other options.
Several board members said they would like

to find a way to continue
with expansion of the full-
day kindergarten and for-
eign language in elemen-
tary schools.

School board members
Brad Center (Lee), Jim Raney (At-large) and
Liz Bradsher (Springfield) asked the staff
to take another look at implementing an
“activity fee” for athletic participation. In
earlier budget discussions, the superinten-
dent had said such a fee could produce at
least $2.5 million but the school system’s
chief financial officer Deirdre McLaughlin
said the revenue to be generated was most
likely overstated.

Raney proposed some more dramatic
cuts. He said the school system should look
at closing Gifted-and-Talented education
centers and moving those services into ev-
ery student’s base elementary school.

He also asked board members to consider
capping enrollment at Thomas Jefferson
School for Science and Technology to 1,600
students, the number of pupils the state
government has agreed to subsidize. In the
2006-2007 school year, the high school en-
rolled 1,769 students.

Raney was also in favor of charging stu-
dents to take Advanced Placement or In-
ternational Baccalaureate classes.

“We are obligated to provide a free el-
ementary and secondary education. We are
currently providing a free post-secondary
education in the form of AP and IB courses.
We could generate $2.5 million by charg-
ing for AP and IB courses,” said Raney.

“I don’t support any of those initiatives,”
said school board member Janie Strauss

(Dranesville), who added
that the school system
would have to retract
some students acceptance
to Thomas Jefferson if it
implemented Raney’s
proposal.

During the discussion,
school board members
Stu Gibson (Hunter Mill)
and Kaye Kory (Mason)

also expressed concern about budget cuts
to schools that serve a lot of poor and at-
risk students.

Staff said about half of the approximately
35 schools that qualify for extra money to
help at-risk students, called Title I funding,
would see a reduction in this assistance
from the federal government this year.
Gibson said he did not want the school sys-
tem to “pile on” by also cutting money for
other programs found in these schools. “Ob-
viously we have some schools in that cat-
egory and we don’t want to rub salt in the
wound. What are we doing so that we are
not adding insult to injury?” said Gibson.

With more than 3,500
unexpected students,
schools will need to
make some cuts.

School board member Janie Strauss (Dranesville) dis-
agrees with her colleague At-large school board member
Jim Raney’s proposals to cut the budget.
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“We could generate
$2.5 million by
charging for AP
and IB courses.”

— Jim Raney

Schools Propose $2.2 Billion BudgetSchools Propose $2.2 Billion Budget
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Come see the Award-Winning
Owens Corning Basement Finishing System™
An Alexandria Home Owner is excited about

their remodeled basement and they want to show it off!

Open House
Location: 2905 Dumas Street Date: 05/18/2008

Alexandria, VA 22306 Time: 12-4pm

Directions: From Richmond Hwy/US 1-S turn left onto Fordson Road,

then left onto Dumas Street.

And you are there……… See you on Sunday!

TM & © 2007 MGM. All rights Reserved.

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
dad and The Gazette will publish them in our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and phone
number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoAX@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Mount Vernon Gazette, “Me and My Dad Photo Gallery,”
1604 King St. • Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Dad”

320 King Street,
Old Town Alexandria

Mon.-Sat. 10am-5:30pm
Sun 12pm-5pm

CLOSING

S•A•L•E

25%
40%

Off Herend

Off All Other

Merchandise

703-548-4543

Wilfred-Rodgers

News

From Page 1

See Plans,  Page 34

Photo by Chuck Hagee

Attorney Gifford R. Hampshire, left, Blankingship Keith, representing Penn Daw Prop-
erties, explains the organization’s plans for development of land adjacent to the Kings
Crossing site to members of the SBCA with the help of SBCA President David Dale.

New Plans For Kings Crossing
pact on Fort Belvoir. “This development can serve

as the stimulus to entice other development along
the corridor,” Hampshire told the SBCA members as-
sembled at Groveton Baptist Church.

The 4.39 acre site owned by the Fenton family is
composed of 11 parcels with the potential of a twelfth
parcel in the works. That final parcel is presenting
in foreclosure, according to Hampshire.

The area, situated just north of Shields Avenue,
presently contains the St. Claire appliance store and
several residences. It is bounded by Route 1 on the
west, Shields Avenue on the south, a limited wooded
area on the north, and a portion of the Penn Daw
Mobile Home Park and additional woods on the east.

Monday night’s presentation to the association was
a preliminary step in Penn Daw Properties’ BRAC
Nomination under the Fairfax County Area Plan Re-
view process. It also falls in line with one of the pri-
mary goals of Southeast Fairfax Development Cor-
poration to stimulate additional office development
along Richmond Highway from the Capital Beltway
to Fort Belvoir.

Prior to the collapse of JPI’s plans to develop the
Kings Crossing site, Penn Daw Properties was “being
courted by JPI” to be part of that large mixed use
vision, according to Hampshire. Now, due to the
BRAC nomination process, Penn Daw Properties has
decided they prefer to be “uncoupled” from JBG
Rosenfeld, new owners of the Kings Crossing site,
Hampshire explained.

TWO POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT scenarios were
presented to SBCA members:

 An office/retail alternative calls for an eight story
176,000 square feet office building that would have
22,600 square feet of retail space on the ground floor
with 154,000 square feet of office space on levels
two through eight. In addition there would be a sepa-
rate, single story, 14,200 square feet retail structure.

 A hotel/retail alternative calls for a 10-story,
164,800 square feet, high-end hotel with approxi-
mately 10,800 square feet of retail space on the
ground level. The second structure in this alterna-
tive would be a two story, 26,000 square feet retail/

office structure.
Both alternatives call for a separate parking ga-

rage structure. Alternative one has a four and a half
level garage with 555 plus spaces internally and an-
other 45 plus on the surface for a total of 600 plus
spaces. Alternative two’s parking garage is three and
a half levels with 450 plus spaces internally and 50
plus externally for a total of 500 plus spaces.

According to the Area Plan Review application, the
anticipated time for development of the project is
“between three and five years, consistent with the
anticipated time frame for the relocation of DOD jobs
to Fort Belvoir.”

However, the application cited the total anticipated
incoming BRAC personnel at the 19,000 level. It did
not seem to take into account that only approximately
4,000 will be coming to Fort Belvoir proper.

The vast majority of the 19,000 are not anticipated
to be relocated to the primary base. The Geospatial
Intelligence Agency of 8,500 personnel will be relo-
cated to Fort Belvoir’s Engineering Proving Grounds
in the Springfield area. Construction is presently
underway for their new campus complex.

The Washington Headquarters Service contingent
of approximately 6,300 will probably be relocated
to either the General Service Administration Ware-
house site in Springfield, a potential Mark Center
site adjacent to I-395 in Alexandria, or the Victory
Center Building on Eisenhower Avenue in Alexan-
dria. The final decision on WHS’s relocation is due
in June, according to BRAC planners.

Of the two scenarios presented by Hampshire to
SBCA members the majority of those present favored
the office/retail alternative to the hotel/retail/office
alternative. However, they were not opposed to ei-
ther.

As Dale told the membership, “This could be the
seed for more retail development.” The entire pre-
sentation was reminiscent of the early days of the
Kings Crossing discussions. And, it concluded in much
the same manner as most of those presentations —
a plan on the table and details in limbo.
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Opinion

I
t’s possible that it happened on Earth
Day, but it was definitely sometime
within a week of that day. The Vir
ginia Department of Transportation,

without notice, bulldozed more than five
acres of trees in at least three locations as
part of preliminary work on widening the
beltway for HOT lanes.

These trees were cleared in McLean,
Tysons Corner and Springfield.

Apparently these trees were clear cut in
order to make way for “staging areas,” that
is to say a place to park their equipment.

It’s an example of the kind of reasoning
that takes place at VDOT, and apparently
there is more of it to come.

“The construction is going to start by us
tearing down trees,” said Nick Nicholson of

VDOT at a public meeting about the HOT
Lanes on April 30.

There is no shortage of parking lots any-
where around the Beltway. With a little cre-
ativity, and a little notice, VDOT could prob-
ably have leased an already-paved “staging
area.” The loss of the trees is no
small thing, especially in consider-
ation of widening a road like the
Beltway.

A single tree with a 26-foot
canopy can absorb the emissions of a ve-
hicle driven 11,500 miles every year. Or so
said Fairfax County officials in October 2007
when they launched the laudable goal of
blanketing 45 percent of the county with
tree cover by 2037. The county will plant
400 trees a year on county property to re-

duce pollution and energy costs.
Too bad the county apparently has no say

on what VDOT does with property it “owns.”
VDOT officials should realize that property
“owned by VDOT” actually belongs to the
residents of Virginia. The tree cutting last
month for “staging areas” probably set
Fairfax County’s efforts back by more than
a year. And we’ll note again that VDOT says
there’s more to come.

“We have held meetings five times in
McLean and each time we men-
tioned the staging area. Did we say
we would be clearing trees to con-
struct that staging area? No,”
Nicholson admitted.

Those trees would also have had the ef-
fect of buffering residential and business
areas from the noise and view of the
Beltway traffic and construction. Three
acres alone were across from a middle
school, where the trees could have helped
clean the air from hundreds of thousands

Trouble with VDOT
Taking down acres of trees with
no warning and no good reason.

Editorial

of vehicles a day passing by on the Beltway.
The additional tree canopy envisioned in

Fairfax would have the capacity to absorb
more than 10 million pounds of carbon di-
oxide annually, which could eliminate the
need for $1 million in greenhouse gas re-
duction services each year.

VDOT officials should undertake an im-
mediate analysis of the way it operates. It
must communicate better with local officials
and residents. And it must realize that trees
have value and take steps to preserve them
whenever possible. Even if these sites were
the only possible “staging areas,” which we
do not believe, at least a ring of trees should
have been left around the perimeter to act
as a buffer.

Construction for the “high occupancy toll
lanes” is under way. We can only imagine
what surprises lay ahead.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

703-917-6416
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T
he class begins with the ring of a
bell, students sluggishly walk to
their appointed seats, and Sarah,

an AP student at West Potomac High School,
explains “that the desire to learn is not
present when you are forced to go to a
school you do not like.” Now if school was
not mandatory, students would not attend.
However, rather than mandate that students
attend the school regulated to their house-
hold, allow them to choose their school. This
option would eliminate many problems
with the educational system, and is known
today as “privatization.”

Some may argue that this is unfair to the
poor; however, according to the District of
Columbia Public Schools website the cost
for each student at a high school level is
about $9,500. Sadly, these schools receive
some of the lowest test scores in the US. In
contrast, the cost for a student at Bishop
Ireton High School, a private Catholic
school, which receives much higher test
scores, is $10,400 a year. The difference in
cost is less than a thousand dollars, and the

difference in test scores is worth every
penny. The question is how would this
work? The tax money that is received for
education would be given to the family
based on the number of children, meaning
that if a family had one child they would
receive $9,500. The money given to them
could only be used for the education of the
child, and could always be supplemented
by the household based on the school the
child decides to attend. The cost for attend-
ing the school that was once public would
be the exact amount of money given to the
family.

This different approach to education
could potentially separate the eager to learn
versus the uneager. Families who could not
afford private schools earlier because of fi-
nancial difficulties would now receive a
boost in financial help. Children would gain
a better education because they would have
the option to choose a school where they
could receive more one on one attention
resulting in an increase of good test scores.

A question that bothers many is what if
too many children move to other schools,

and the public schools end up not receiv-
ing enough money to be maintained. Many
universities and colleges rely mostly on the
donations received from alumni and sur-
rounding citizens. Fundraisers put on by the
school, and donations received from fellow
citizens could help improve both the main-
tenance and education of the school. Hope-
fully these donations will result in more stu-
dents attending the public schools rather
than private; therefore enhancing the
schools reputation.

A perfect example of this society
(“privatization”) is college, a world sur-
rounded with choices galore of both public
and private schools. If high schools and el-
ementary schools were also based on this
premise then maybe the eagerness of stu-

dents to learn would increase, and the need
for constant testing would decrease. Tests
would still be instated but because of the
enhanced results the state would not have
to test as often, and teachers could focus
more on individual needs to improvement
rather than state’s necessities.

Students need a more interactive one and
one environment to learn and better them-
selves, and “privatization” can provide this.
Testing of this theory has already begun,
however the transition will be dreadfully
slow based on the pace citizens are taking
now. People need to step up and inform oth-
ers of the goodness this can bring. The stu-
dents of today are the leaders of tomorrow
and without excellence in education now,
what will become of our society’s future?

Privatizing Schools
Letters to the Editor

Felications
May you have rainbows, may you have sunsets,
May you have raindrops, may you have zephyrs.
Sun streams and dew drops and waves lapping your toes.
Ice straws and melodies and flowers at your nose.
Many more mornings, many more noons,
Many more dusks, and many more moons.

— Julie Carvalho

Mount Vernon

By Natalie Maloney
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Open  9-7 7 Days

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

25% OFF
ALL TREES &

SHRUBS

40-75% OFF
All Pottery

2 Buildings Full
50% OFF ALL
PLASTIC POTS

patios, walls
walkways

paver driveways
and so much more.

Baskets, Fountains,
Benches, Statuary,

Bonsai, Orchids
J&P Boxed Roses

NEW SHIPMENTS
Tropicals,

Annuals, Bulbs
Vegetable Plants

Fruit Trees & Bushes
154 Varieties of Herbs

Hardwood Mulch 3 cu. ft. .............................$2.99

Topsoil 40 lb. bag ........................................$1.99

Impatiens 4”...$1.29

   weekly special

Letters

By Grace Powell

“Education!” Students are told this is the only key
to a successful life. Without education, we will ulti-
mately be left working the 9 to 5 at McDonalds. With
only few more school days to go however, anything
sounds better than another day in a disintegrating
system that has made me more its’ prisoner than
pupil.

Not to say that the system is bad per se, it just needs
some revamping. A lot of revamping. One problem
lies in the dissemination of the information itself.
For example, my AP history class spent no more than
two hours covering World War Two, and then we
simply moved on. The graves of the Holocaust re-
mained unearthed, the heroes, villains and victims
of the war became mere facts and statistics. My heart
sank in the knowledge that the “never forgets,” were
simply not as important as the AP test.

Students are left with three options: fail, get by or
succeed. To do the latter, a student must work virtu-
ally day and night. Just ask my friend Amazing Grace
Danso. She earns straight A’s, and by earn I mean
she works for it. She works so much, in fact, that she
often sleeps for only a couple of hours before start-
ing the next school day. I however, slide into the sys-
tem the best way I can.

Let me describe it for you: At seven o’clock in the
morning I wearily drag myself into the school library.
Head throbbing, I drop my brick of a backpack to
the floor and reach into it for the homework that
was not completed in the wee hours of the morning.
I will pass only because I turn in the homework and
know just enough information to get by. It’s not that
I don’t stay up late and work hard also; however;
I’m too tired to put forth any more effort. I wasn’t
always like this, but then again this is what the sys-
tem can do.

Yellow tape strangles the educational system. While
students are encouraged to “think outside the box,”
we have very little room to do so. Creative thinking
is thrown out the window when there is a test to
take each week and five hours of homework to com-
plete each night. Teachers are confined by regula-

tions and testing curriculums. Students are left try-
ing to learn for themselves the information a teacher
hastily goes over. As a result, students learn to grovel
and beg for their grades; worn out teachers may give
in, others will not.

If only school could be more like the Magic School
Bus. The educational cartoon airing in the late 90’s,
taught students science in a fascinating way. I re-
member Mrs. Frizzle the teacher in the Magic School
Bus; her very name sparked a contagious curiosity.
She’d come into the classroom with majesty, the first
thing you’d hear was her bubbly, “Helloooo Children!”
Her flaming red hair bounced with a body that
seemed to never stop moving. She wore brilliant
dresses and earrings that sparkled before she took
her students on a field trip. Mrs. Frizzle not only
taught her students about science, she took them
there.

Likewise, the key to getting students enthusiastic
about education is to take us to the core of the infor-
mation itself. Instead of having us memorize a litany
of mathematical formulas, let us see how those for-
mulas are used practically in every day life (and not
to simply calculate ones grocery bill). Instead of de-
fining communism and mentioning some of its most
momentous events, take us to the more obscure chap-
ters of history such as the Argentinean Desaparecidos
where a communistic regime terrorized thousands
of lives. We do not want to be mere students of his-
tory, we want to learn how to make history, how to
connect history to our lives, how to make sure that
the same mistakes aren’t repeated over and over
again.

Sometimes I feel as though I am only a number in
a system too eager to push me through and move on
to somebody else. A few months ago our school pub-
lished t-shirts with the phrase “survive if you can”
etched on the back. It’s unfortunate that education
has become a matter of survival, yet the days of care-
free education are over. The system is weakening.
The administrators in charge of the education sys-
tem can either enact change, or continue to stare at
us poor students looking casually out the windows,
waiting for some magical school bus to whisk us away.

By Marbury Jacobs

“Go to bed early, eat a healthy breakfast, and just
remember what we’ve practiced in class.  You’ll do
great on the test.”

How often have I heard that from my teachers?
More than twenty times since 3rd grade.  As an 11th

grader at West Potomac High School in Fairfax
County, I have become perhaps a little too familiar
with the state’s standardized tests like the Standards
of Learning (SOL).  The problem with these tests
isn’t actually taking them, but rather how our teach-
ers prepare us for them.

 As a result of the No Child Left Behind act, each
year public schools are required to administer stan-
dardized tests to all their students in an attempt to
measure the schools’, teachers’, and students’
achievement.  Bruce Myint, author of the article Test-
ing the Limits of No Child Left Behind for Education
Update Online, interpreted President Bush’s NCLB
as a new reform “intended to revamp the distribu-
tion of federal funds and improve education for tra-
ditionally underserved populations.” Basically, how
well we do on these tests determines the school’s

funding from the government. Teachers and admin-
istration are constantly under a great deal of pres-
sure to ensure that all of their students do well on
the standardized tests.  If the school’s test results are
not favorable, it is almost guaranteed there will be
negative consequences – unwanted publicity, school
officials sitting in during classes, and the dreaded
cut in the school’s funding.

So if the teachers know what these state tests will
be like, why don’t they just create a curriculum
around them?  Well, they do.  And this is the prob-
lem.  Tests like the SOLs are intended to assess the
most basic concepts and materials each student
should have mastered in a subject - not to be the
basis of instruction.  Yet teachers are so focused on
the state test that they just gloss over topics because
they don’t have enough time or need to go in-depth.
My U.S./Virginia History teacher recently told my
class that we weren’t going to study Francisco Franco
because we weren’t going to be tested on it. How-
ever, at the time we were studying the World Wars
and leaders such as Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini.

Survive If You Can

Teaching to the Test

See Letters,  Page 26
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Schools

“Torry and
Harry” by
Woodley Hills
Elementary
and directed by
Della Sandor.

Morrita Kaba
(Marcy), Carl
Thomas
(Taylor),
Gerald
Gomez
(Sam), Nimra
Bilal (Kelly),
Lillian Chong
(Francis) and
Kalvin
Gonzalez
(Alex).

Nimra Bilal,
Lillian Chong
and Kalvin
Gonzalez.

“The New Kid” Hybla
Valley Elementary and
directed by Melanie
McCleerey.

The cast of “The New Kid”: Israel Vigil Estrada, Johanna Leon, Leontre
Bennett, Cerita Fair, Estefany Perez, Estephani Romero, Cynthia Guerra
Umana, Michael Anderson and Rashay Leach.

Director Melanie
McCleerey gives some last-
minute cues to the Hybla
Valley cast before the
performance.

“Torry and Harry” “The New Kid”

“The Not So
Happy Kingdom”
by Woodlawn
Elementary
School and di-
rected by Chris
McGriff

Derrick Adjei (King Smiles) Brooke Scutt (Queen Good)

The rest of the cast of “The Not So Happy Kingdom”: Azjah Clark, Kane
Baughman, Kaleigh Winner, Aleah Beale, JeNelle Tucker, Timeia
Hubbard, Brain Lizama, Leo DeLao, Brandon Grayson, Macarena
Palacios, Tamela Fleetwood, Kayla McCormick and Fatima Gadiaga.

“The Not So Happy Kingdom”

“A Bad Decision”

Kyree Bess
(Appaula) and
A’Lexus
Johnson
(Artemis)
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“A Bad Deci-
sion” By Mount
Vernon Woods
Elementary and
directed by
Chris McGriff

Patrick Jean-Gilles

Some 49 fifth-graders from Hybla Valley, Mount
Vernon Woods, Woodlawn and Woodley Hills Elemen-
tary Schools have been creating original plays on themes
of importance to them and rehearsing them once a week
since February. The Mount Vernon Community
Children’s Theatre received a $11,920 grant from the Arts
Council of Fairfax County to conduct a 10-week after-
school theatre program. Students were selected who
could benefit from the life-long skills that theatre imparts
and who might not otherwise have access to such activi-
ties. The four participating Fairfax County Elementary
Schools are located in the West Potomac and Mount
Vernon High School pyramids and have significant popu-
lations of students on free or reduced lunch.

The program’s instructors and directors include Chris
McGriff, Della Nikol Sandor, and Melanie McCleerey who
also serves as coordinator for the overall program.

Mount Vernon Community
Children’s Theatre Performs

“A Bad
Decision”
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UCM  Celebrates

United Community
Ministries hosted
its annual Spring
Gala on May 10 at
the Belle Haven
Country Club.

Music
and
enter-
tainment
at the
annual
gala was
provided
by ‘pto’
(paid
time off)
of Booz
Allen
Hamilton.

Life

 A gathering of ‘Miss Raffle girls’ Bailey Braun,
Taylor Robinson, Marcy Hoath and Olivia Wren meet
for a taste of the food.

Pat Dickson, Kathy Harris and Beverly Turner check
over the raffle items.

Nancy and Danika Hawkins and
Beverly Turner

Lauren
Robinson and
Nadine Wren

Gale Curcio,
President of
Friends of UCM
M a u r e e n
McGuire-Kuletz
and President of
UCM Board of
Directors Joe
Canny.

President of
Friends of UCM
Maureen
McGuire-Kuletz,
Kristen
Keckeisen and
Executive Direc-
tor of UCM
Cynthia Hull.

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette
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Puppy Dog Tales

By Daisy Mae Del Ray

A
s a seizure alert dog, I am able
to go anywhere my person does.
Federal and state laws give me
permission to do that. My per-

son and I must follow all the rules of good
behavior when I go into someone’s place of
business and so I have been taught how to
sit quietly, not to make any noise and to be
as unobtrusive as possible when I am
around people, especially inside. My edu-
cation in good citizenship helps me do my
job better. For you non-working pets, a good
education still does matter. It can lead to
an opportunity. My new pal Maggie Mae
found that out last month. I met Maggie
Mae and her person, Sharon Edwards, as I
was leaving work to go home. Maggie is a
Yorkshire Terrier, about six months of age
and about knee high to me. Sharon and
Maggie Mae were walking in search of dogs
to meet and they stopped to talk to me and
my person. Maggie Mae had just been ac-
cepted by the Animal Planet Television
Channel to participate in Puppy Games
2008. (This is like the Puppy Bowl program
that I’ve seen at football game half-times).
One of the requirements for being a par-
ticipant was to be comfortable around other
dogs and so Maggie Mae was meeting other
dogs. I wished her luck and Sharon prom-
ised to let me know how the taping went.

While waiting to hear from Maggie and
Sharon we did a little research on the origi-
nal show, Puppy Bowl, which first aired in
2005,  is one of Animal Planet’s most popu-
lar shows and that doesn’t surprise me. I
could spend hours watching puppies just
be puppies. There is a youth requirement,
which makes sense because the program is
called “puppy:” Olympics and a size limita-
tion for the smaller participants. There is
also a height and weight requirement so a
photo is requested with the applicant stand-
ing or seated next to a soda can. That is
why the accompanying photo of Maggie
Mae shows her sitting beside a soda can.

 Finally I got the call. Maggie Mae and
Sharon went to the taping and were ready
to sit down and talk about their brush with
show business. “What a long, exciting day”,
Sharon told us. “We humans were not al-
lowed in the studio for most of the shoot,
but we were able to come in a couple of
times. Maggie was very good and we had
fun. The other pet owners were so nice and
we humans were fed very well so it was a
long day but fun for all.”

 All the participants were told in advance
that they needed to be on their best behav-
ior. Sharon told Maggie Mae that she was
going to be on TV. “We practiced fetch and
dancing and her sit and ringing the bell to
go outside. When we got there her Positive
Training helped her interact with the set and
the other pups” she told me. Maggie Mae
would not have even heard about the pro-
gram if her trainer Sandy Modell had not
seen something very special in her apt pu-
pil and recommended that she try out for
the role.

We talked to Sandy Modell who is the

owner of
Who l i s t i c
Hound and
Maggie and
S h a r o n ’ s
t r a i n e r .
Sandy rec-
ommended
that Maggie
Mae try out
for this
part. “She is
an adorable
and very
smart little
girl. She is a
quick learner and I just knew that she would
do great if she was selected to participate
in this event. And, she was!” Sandy teaches
owners and pets to be better companions
through a joint education process that uses
reward based training and positive rein-
forcement. “It teaches you and your dog
how to communicate with each other and
heightens your dogs thinking capabilities”
Sandy said. “By training your dog using
positive reinforcement techniques, you can
build a wonderful, loving, and fun relation-
ship with your dog by teaching them good
behaviors and to communicate with you and
learn what is expected of them in the home
and in the community.”

Now we wait to see the program in Au-
gust. I will let you know when it is set to air
and how much of Maggie Mae you will see.
Melissa Barry is with Animal Planet so we
talked to her about the show. “We haven’t
reviewed all the tape from the shoot so we
won’t know until the end of May how much
you will see of Maggie Mae when the show
airs in August” she told me. Cross your
paws. We will get back to you with more
details as we get them.

So the story here is to get a good educa-
tion. If Maggie Mae’s person Sharon had
not sought training, she would never have
heard about Puppy Games 2008. There are
many sources and places for training here
in Alexandria. One example: The All Alex-
andria Reads Program, hosted by the Alex-
andria Library will have a demonstration
of Clicker Training at the Duncan Library
on May 17th at 10:am. Also, the City of Al-
exandria offers positive reinforcement train-
ing classes. The next group class begins on
June 21st at the Warwick Village Club
House.

After our interview, I got an e-mail from
Sharon that I want to share with you my
gentle readers. “Maggie has brought me so
much comfort in my grief over Maxwell
Smart. Maxwell Smart was very well known
around the coffee shops and streets of Del
Ray. Many people stopped me on the street
and came by the house to offer their con-
dolences. This is the way the residents of
Del Ray are. It was heartwarming and a
blessing to be living in such a caring com-
munity. I hope you add some of this to your
article. Thanks”

Thank you! Sharon and Maggie Mae
Keep you feet dry and your tail high.

Love, Daisy Mae

Good Education Matters

Maggie Mae
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Email:hometeam@mris.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

OPEN SUNDAY 1-5 OPEN SUNDAY 1-5 OPEN SUNDAY 1-5 OPEN SUNDAY 1-5

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY
• First Open – Potomac River Views

• Fabulous, quiet, cul-de-sac location

• Freshly Painted – New Carpeting – New Hall Bath

• Four Bedrooms – Three Full baths

• Generous Formal Rooms – Two Masonry Fireplaces

• Breezy Screened Porch with Storage Room Beneath

• Hardwood Floors throughout Main Level

•  Brick Paver Walkways, Patio and Driveway

Dir.: S. on GW Parkway, from Old Town, R on
Tulane, L on Park Terrace – follow signs to 1113
Gatewood Drive.

Offered at..................................$835,000

ALEXANDRIA MARLAN FOREST
• Close-in location – non-subdivision property

• One-of-a-kind custom-built home

• Landscaped, manicured grounds of almost 1/3 acre

• Three bedrooms – Two full baths – Garage

• Totally Remodeled Interior – Two Masonry Fireplaces

• Granite Kitchen with Cathedral Family Room Addition

• Sunroom – Recreation Room – Exercise Room

• Full Custom Wet Bar on Lower Level

Dir.: S. on GW Parkway, from Old Town, R on
Tulane, L on Park Terrace – follow signs to 7209
Marlan Drive

Offered at..................................$749,000

ALEXANDRIA   WILTON WOODS AREA
• Less than a  Mile to Metro and Beltway

• Turnkey Property – Totally Remodeled

• Spacious New Granite Kitchen

• Four Bedrooms – Two Full Baths

• Formal Living and Dining Room

• Fifth Bedroom/Office on Lower Level

• Recreation Room Walkout to Rear

• Hardwoods on Main and Upper Level

Dir.: S on Telegraph from Beltway, R Sharon
Chapel to 3313 on Left.

Offered at..................................$550,000

ALEXANDRIA COLLINGWOOD
• One Block to GW Parkway and Bike Trails

• Waynewood Elementary School Area

• Inground Pool – Great Outdoor Summer Parties

• Three Level Split w/Nice Curb Appeal

• Sunroom Addition spans depth of House

• Expanded Master Bedroom and Bath

• Oversized One-Car Garage w/Storage

• Covered Porch/Patio at Rear

Dir.:  S on GW Pkwy, R Collingwood, Immed. L
On W Blvd, Immed. R on Lilac to 8304 .

Offered at..................................$589,000

David W. Spires
(703) 765-3500

Cell: (703) 850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
(703) 660-6789

Cell: (703) 472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
(703) 370-0808

Cell (703) 856-2426

E-mail notices to the Gazette at
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

The Northern Virginia Long-
Term Care Ombudsman Program
is seeking persons who are diplomatic,
assertive, and good communicators to
serve as volunteer ombudsmen. Volun-
teers are assigned to a specific local
nursing home or assisted-living facility
in the City of Alexandria and make
weekly visits, meeting one-on-one with
residents. For an application, 703-324-
5422, or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
LTCOmbudsman.

Are you concerned about the safety of
your home, business, neighborhood and
community at-large? Come share your
concerns with The Fairfax County
Police Department at a Safe Com-
munity Forum. The department is
seeking residents who will share their
input on how police can best protect and
serve. A series of Safe Community Fo-
rums will be held locations across the
county. A forum will be held at the
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria, VA on
Thursday, May 22 from 7 – 9 p.m. Span-
ish interpreters will be available on site.

Mount Vernon is currently accept-
ing applications through May 21 for its
History Teacher of the Year award from
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area
history teachers. For more information
and to download an application, visit
georgewashingtonwired.org.

On Tuesday, May 20, the Mount
Vernon Genealogical Society
(MVGS) will meet in room 112 of the
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500

Shenandoah Road at 1 p.m. and is free
and open to the public. The meeting will
feature a presentation entitled
“Anatomy of a Civil War Pension File.”
Additional information about the meet-
ing and MVGS can be found at http://
www.MVGenealogy.org/. Any questions
about the program should be directed to
Harold McClendon at 703-360-0920 or
haroldm@erols.com.

Mount Vernon Nights. Listen to a
variety of music at 7:30 p.m. on Friday
nights  at Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway starting
June 6. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/perfor-
mances for more.

The Northern Virginia Habitat
ReStore, located at 7770-G Richmond
Highway, Alexandria, VA (behind Gold’s
Gym), sells new and used building and
home improvement materials to the
general public.  All proceeds benefit
Habitat for Humanity of Northern Vir-
ginia. The ReStore is run by volunteers
that dedicate their time and energy to
the work of Habitat and we are in need
of more volunteers. Call the store today
at 703-360-6700 or stop by. For more
information visit: www.restorenova.org.

This year, from March through Sep-
tember, Mount Vernon
Archaeology will be excavating in the
Upper Garden, one of two walled gar-
dens that flank the western approach to
George Washington’s home. Opportuni-
ties to volunteer are available Monday
through Friday; in addition, work on
Saturdays during the months of June,
July and August. Contact Curt at
cbreckenridge@mountvernon.org or
703-799-6303.

Mount Vernon Bulletin
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria $418,500
Spacious brick end unit Townhome w/all the upgrades!
Fabulous community & minutes to Metro, Old Town &
more!

8232 LaFaye Court
Lisa McCaskill 703-615-6036

Alex./Rosemont
Elegant custom colonial w/5 bedrms, 3.5 baths, 2-car
garage & elevator. One-of-a-kind w/4 finished levels.
Convenient to metro, Old Town, Arlington & D.C.

207 W. Glendale Avenue
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $254,900
One bedrm, 1 bath condo w/private patio, open floor plan, wood-
burning fireplace w/antique mahogany mantel, W/D in unit, walk-
in closet & small condo fee. Amenities include, pool, party room
& clubhouse. 245 Pickett Street #101

Fred Smith 571-215-3733

Alex./Old Town $575,000
Fully renovated brick TH w/2 bedrms. 2.5 baths & curb appeal
galore! Nearly everything has been replaced. Kitchen with
granite, SS, new cabinets & ceramic tile. Lovely landscaping
& new patio. 530 Alfred Street

Eva Damelin 703-625-2382

Alexandria
$575,000

Huge TH.  Bigger then
it looks! Walk into a
bright open floor plan
thru the renovated
kitchen to a delightful
deck. Upstairs are 3
bedrms, each w/ its
own bath & walk-in
closets. Skylight,
garage parking,
fireplaces, decorator
touches & colors.
6358 Brampton Court

Julie Hall
703-786-3634

Alexandria
$484,900

End unit TH w/3
bedrms, 2.5 baths,
garage, fireplace,
bay windows &
Trex deck. Master
suite w/soaking
tub/shower. Easy
commute to
anywhere.

5238
Ballycastle Circle

Hal Sadler
703-677-7515

Alexandria $335,000
Sun-filled 2-level end unit TH/Condo w/2 MBR suites in the
heart of Island Creek! Freshly painted. All new flooring thru-
out. Vaulted ceilings, patio, garage & fenced backyard.

6603 Netties Lane
Marianne Welds 703-869-1320

Alex./Jefferson Park $1,675,000
WOW! Warm & spacious home on quiet cul-de-sac w/nearly
5,000 s.f., including 5 bedrms, 3.5 baths, library & family rm.
Huge dream kitchen, finished LL, 2-car garage & fenced yard.

301 Columbia Road
Mary Hurlbut 703-548-4741

Alexandria $375,000
Perfect 1st home! Ready-to-move-in 3 bedrm, 1.5 bath
home w/new paint thru-out, all new carpet & renewed
hardwoods. Huge fenced lot and carport parking.

6412 Willowood Lane
Hal Sadler 703-677-7515

Old Town $799,000
A new listing at Yates Gardens in Eden! Relax & enjoy
this charming 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath home close to cafés
& shops.

825 S. Fairfax
Diann Hicks 703-628-2440

Alexandria
$429,000

A Perfect “10”.
Gorgeous garage
TH where
everything old is
now new again!
Separate-level
office. Beautiful
hardwood floors.
Deck backs to
trees & energy-
efficient heat–o-
lator fireplace.

18 Fendall Avenue
Mary Smith

703-626-9207
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Health & Fitness

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

Yoga classes for all levels on the
tented terrace at Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St., Old Town. Thursdays at 4:45
p.m. for one hour. Beautiful outdoor
setting. Only $10 per session, pay as you
go, come when you can. Call 703-549-
2997 for more information.

Learn about Medicare on Friday,
June 13 at 2 p.m. at NOVA’s Alexandria
Campus, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Free.
703-845-6222.

Mount Vernon United Method-
ist Church offers “Moms In Motion”
dance fitness classes on Friday mornings
in from 9:15-10 a.m., and on Tuesday
evenings from 7-7:45 p.m. “Moms In
Motion” is designed to boost your fitness
routine and release your inner dancer.
Mount Vernon United Methodist Church
is located at 2006 Belle View Blvd. To
register or receive further information,
contact Dawn Meadows at 703-799-
0543, or
studiogolddance@starpower.net.

Capital Hospice is starting a Grief
Support Group at the Hollin Hall Senior
Center on Mondays, from 2-3 p.m. to
talk with others who have also had
losses. Carol Mansfield of Capital Hos-
pice will facilitate. Call Senior Center at
703-4573 or sign up on their Bulletin
Board.

The Alexandria Mental Health
Family Support Group of NAMI/

FOCUS is open to all families dealing
with mentally ill family members suffer-
ing from depression, bipolar or
schizophrenia. Alison Malmon will be
the guest speaker at the Lee Center,
1108 Jefferson St. Call 571-451-0773
for date.

Dr. Corey Wallach, orthopedic sur-
geon, will discuss treatments for various
spinal disorders, Thursday, May 22 at 7
p.m., Inova Alexandria Hospital, 4320
Seminary Road, Alexandria. To attend,
contact Inova HealthSource at 703-204-
3366.

Dr. John Albrigo, orthopedic sur-
geon, will discuss hip and knee
replacements that are minimally inva-
sive, Wednesday, May 28 at 7 p.m.,
Inova Alexandria Hospital, 4320 Semi-
nary Road. To attend, visit
www.inova.org and click on “Health
Info & Classes” or call Inova
HealthSource 703-204-3366.

Body in Balance Center, 1423 N.
Powhatan St., offers fusion flow for par-
ents and babies, a class specifically
designed for parents with babies who
are crawling and beginning to walk as
well as pre-crawlers. Classes are offered
Thursdays at 11 a.m. and Saturdays
11:30 a.m. $20.00 drop in fee or 6 class
pass for $90.00. Visit
www.bodyinbalancecenter.com or 703-
518-4434.

The Washington Area Bicyclist
Association (WABA) has scheduled a
series of free Confident City Cycling
Classes for 2008. The classes, which are
free and open to all, regardless of resi-
dency. To register visit waba.org/
events/education.php. The classes are

offered:
*Wednesday, May 28 from 6-8:30

p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria

CrisisLink has been helping people
deal with anxiety, stress and crisis
throughout the entire metropolitan area
for 35 years. Call 703-527-4077 or 1-
800-784-2433, or learn more about the
confidential, free hot line and crisis re-
sponse services at www.crisislink.org.

Yoga Classes are offered by
YogaKala at the Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St., on Saturdays, 10 a.m. for
intermediate and 11:25 a.m. for begin-
ners, and at the Carlyle Towers, 2151
Jamieson Ave., on Thursday 6 p.m. for
intermediate and 7:15 p.m. for begin-
ners, as well as Fridays, 10 a.m. gentle
yoga. Cost: $15 per class or $96 for eight
classes. For more information, call 703-
549-0484 or e-mail YogaKala@aol.com.

His Kingdom Ministries, 2707
Dewitt Ave., Alexandria, will be teach-
ing “Your Best Life Now,” on Sunday
mornings from 10-11 a.m. Free. 202-
409-4761 or 703-329-1594.

Haven of Northern Virginia is
offering the following support groups at
4606 Ravensworth Road, Annandale:

* General Bereavement Group: First
and third Wednesday evening of each
month, 7:30-9 p.m.

* Suicide Survivors Bereavement
Group: First Tuesday evening of each
month, 7:30-9 p.m.

* Widow/Widower Support Groups:
First and third Thursday evening of each
month, 2-3:30 p.m.; Second and fourth
Tuesday evening of each month, 7:30-
9 p.m.

Send announcements to the Ga-
zette-Packet, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper. Photos and
artwork encouraged. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with ques-
tions.

DADS (“Dads And Daughters &
Sons”) Project encourages and sup-
ports father (figures) in their quest to
become actively involved in the edu-
cation of their children, primarily
through literacy and educational
trips. Using a library of children’s
books provided by the D.A.D.S.
Project, father (figures) are invited to
read several books each month to
their child and to post entries in a
monthly journal about their experi-
ences. Father (figures) who complete
their books and journals then partici-
pate in educational weekend trips
with other fathers and their children.
Free. Located at 1224 Princess St.
Contact J.D. Walker at 703-549-4232
x 4095.

Parent Leadership Training
Project equips participants with the
confidence, skills and working
knowledge to advocate for their child
in and out of the educational arena.
Public figures, PTA members, fellow
parent and teacher volunteers facili-
tate these workshops to educate our
parents and guardians in these vital
areas. Free. Contact J.D. Walker at
703-549-4232 x 4095.

First Wednesday of Each
Month Alexandria NAACP General

Meeting, 7 p.m., Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.
Free. For more information call 703-
684-6190.

The Alexandria Workshop of
Ikebana International meets at the
Hollin Hall Senior Citizen Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road, at 9:30
a.m. on the first Wednesday of each
month from September through
June. Ikebana is the Japanese art of
floral arrangement. The group
makes ikebana floral arrangements,
studies the history of the art and
learns new techniques. For more in-
formation call Joan Allan at
703-360-3532.

Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS) meets the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month 9:30-11:30
a.m., at Plymouth Haven Baptist
Church, 8523 Fort Hunt Road. On
site baby-sitting is provided. A min-
istry to mothers of young children,
the group offers fellowship and the
opportunity to work on crafts and lis-
ten to speakers on a variety of
subjects. Visit www.MOPS.org.

The Washington DC Chapter
of the Embroiderers’ Guild of
America invites all stitchers to join
them on second Wednesdays of the
month at 10:30 a.m., at the Hermit-
age Auditorium, 5000 Fairbanks
Ave. Be part of a local community of
stitchers and to learn about and par-
ticipate in embroidery-related
programs and events. Visit
www.embroidery-marega.org/
washingtondc.htm.

Clubs & Organizations
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
(6:30 pm Mass)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the World
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

New Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Sunday School - 9:15am
Worship Service - 10:15am

Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier
www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-785-8976

St. James’ Episcopal Church
5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
8 AM - Holy Eucharist
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
All Education Activities & Nursery  –  9:00 AM
Office:  703-780-3081

www.stjamesmv.org

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. LUKE’S ESPICOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088

FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM
UNITED METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA CITADEL
703-836-2427

b

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

NEW LUXURY HOME
RECENTLY COMPLETED

Two blocks to the Potomac River

Incredibly Priced
at $1,299,000

Prime Location Near Old Towne Alexandria
Three Car Garage

Spacious 6000 sq ft of Finished Living
Four Bedrooms and 5.5 Baths

Three Finished Levels
10’ Ceilings on Main Level

State-of-the-Art Gourmet Kitchen
Hardwood Floors Main Level, Stairs, and Upper Hall

Finished Basement with Fireplace, Kitchenette, Future Media Room
Tray and Grid Ceilings

Elaborate Molding and Trim Throughout
Corner Lot with Spacious Rear Yard

OPEN HOUSE EVERY
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY FROM 1-5 PM

From Old Towne Alexandria, South on George Washington Parkway,
Right on Vernon View to corner of Westfield Drive and Vernon View

June Rodgers, Associate Broker
Re/Max Xecutex

703-281-3830 office
571-748-8666 mobile

junerodgers@remax.net
www.junerodgers.com

Faith

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church, 2001 Sherwood Hall Lane, has
a special learning session from 9:45-
10:45 a.m. every Sunday starting June
1 through Aug. 24. Children and adults
will have the opportunity to learn about
traditional Bible-times family life by
playing authentic games, being appren-
tices in the Carpentry Shop, chatting
with shopkeepers and tax collectors,
participating in Synagogue School, and
sampling food. For more information
about this exciting program, or to pre-
register, call 703-765-6118 or e-mail
mvpcva@aol.com. Visit
www.mvpconline.org.

Enjoy a pancake breakfast May 17
from 7-10 a.m. at Del Ray United Meth-
odist Church, 100 E. Windsor Ave. $5
for adults, $3 for children. 703-549-
2088.

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road has activities. 703-
360-4220:

There is also a group of moms and
pre-school kids that meets every
Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. for coffee,
muffins, and fellowship and moves into
the church at 9:30 a.m. to take part in
the Day School’s chapel service, which
is a short child-friendly service full of
singing and silliness.

Habitat for Humanity is Building
on Faith! All are invited to a Service of
Prayer on Thursday, May 1, at 7 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall at Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church. As part of the ser-
vice, Habitat homeowners will share
experiences of being a first time home-
owner. Also, we will write blessings on
lumber that will be used in the framing
of doors and windows at the next Habi-
tat project. For more information on the
service, contact Rev. Jeri Fields at 703-
765-6118. Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church is located at 2001 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria. Visit
www.mvpconline.org.

Convergence: A Creative Com-
munity of Faith at 1801 N. Quaker
Lane, gathers each Sunday at 5 p.m. for
a worship gathering. All are welcome.
Visit www.convergenceccf.net, or call
703-998-6260.

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
1509 Collingwood Road, Mount
Vernon, is now holding Wednesday
evening meetings at 7 p.m. Everyone is
welcome. For more information call
703-768-2494.

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Cen-
ter offers classes in Buddhist
Meditation at the Meade Memorial Epis-
copal Church, 322 North Alfred St. in
Alexandria. Classes are held on Tuesday
evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. Buddhist
Nun Kelsang Varahi will be teaching.
$10/class. For more information visit
www.meditation-dc.org or call 202-331-
2122.

Beth El Hebrew Congregation
holds services at 8:15 p.m. on Fridays
and 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays. Religious
school is on Wednesdays evening and
Sunday mornings. Adult learning oppor-
tunities take place throughout the year.
Tot Shabbat on first and third Satur-
days. Kolot Shabbat (musical service)
the first Friday of every month at 7:30
p.m. Beth El is located at 3830 Seminary
Road in Alexandria.  For more informa-
tion, call 703-370-9400 or visit
www.bethelhebrew.org.
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Local Working Mom, Katie
Buchanan, Finds time

to get fit and get
6-pack Abs!!

16-Week Ultimate

Body Transformation

Katie says:

“She’s 4, I’m 42; and she has

to keep up with me!”

48

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

Now hiring Full and Part Time Personal Trainers

15% Off

Mid Day

Workouts!

Schools

Alexander Case, who teaches
Advanced Placement (AP) govern-
ment and World History at West
Potomac High School, has been
named the 2008 Fairfax County
Public Schools (FCPS) First-Year
Teacher of the Year.

Case’s nominators commend
him for being a proactive problem
solver, a collaborative worker, and
a go-to person. They praise his or-
ganizational skills and his ability
to communicate with colleagues,
students, and parents. In his short
time at West Potomac, he has been
drafted by his peers to coordinate
the school’s Advanced Placement
(AP) program and has accepted
responsibility to coordinate the
school’s 65 clubs as the assistant
director for student activities.

“By being ‘everywhere all the
time’ as my students often jest, I
witnessed the power of presence
and its potency for reaching learn-
ers,” he says.

In his classroom, Case requires
his freshmen World History stu-
dents to keep interactive note-

(From left): Alexamarie Allen, Alexa May, Dakotah
McGinlay, Elizabeth Burr, Ethan Goldberg, and Jamie
Cherwek.

Glasgow Middle School student
Alexamarie Allen  has a real pas-
sion to end child abuse.  While
researching on the internet, she
came across the heart-wrenching
story of Kelsey Briggs, a child who
died of abuse before her third
birthday.  “She really touched my
heart,” says Alexamarie, “It’s not
right!  I just knew I had to do
something to help children like
Kelsey and stop them from being
hurt.”

She took action by making fly-
ers and blue ribbons, the symbol
for child abuse prevention, and
brought awareness at her school
and to her friends.   Since April
was Child Abuse Awareness
Month, Alexamarie organized a
fundraiser.  On April 26-27, she
and her supporters manned the
corners of Sleepy Hollow Road

Margaret Panik, an instructional assistant at Bren
Mar Park Elementary in Alexandria, has been named
the Virginia Education Association’s (VEA) Support
Professional of the Year for 2008.

Panik has worked for Fairfax County Public Schools
(FCPS) since 1998, when she was hired as an in-
structional assistant to work with students in grades
K-5. During her 10 years at Bren Mar Park, Panik has
served as the advisor to the Student Council Asso-
ciation, created the Baghdad Buddies program to
support a school volunteer who was sent to Iraq, and
become an advocate for her fellow instructional as-
sistants and colleagues as a member of the Fairfax
Education Association and the VEA.

Margaret Panik

Panik Is Named VEA
Support Pro of the Year

The Aquinas Montessori School Performs ‘Aladdin, Jr.’
The upper elementary students of The Aquinas Montessori School will do a revival of
“Aladdin, Jr.” for their May Fête celebration. The Aquinas Montessori School will be
celebrating “Our Planet Earth” at its upcoming May Fête on Friday, May 30 (rain date,
May 31) from 6-8:30 p.m. at The Aquinas Montessori School. The school is located at
8484 Mount Vernon Highway in the Mount Vernon area of Alexandria. Go to http://
www.aquinasmontessorischool.com/may_fete.

Case Is First-Year
Teacher of the Year

Schools Superintendent
Jack Dale congratulates
Alexander Case (right).

books, which he checks and makes
comments in frequently. He is
skilled at individualizing instruc-
tion to challenge each student on
a level appropriate to him or her.
His AP students work
collaboratively on projects while
analyzing and synthesizing infor-
mation while he serves as facilita-
tor, encouraging them to think on
a higher level.

Teen Raises Funds
to Stop Child Abuse

and Kerns Road in Falls Church,
armed with their homemade post-
ers, flyers and ribbons.

A local youth group, Junior
Youth Empowerment, joined in
Sunday afternoon and reignited
everyone’s spirits.   All the efforts

were rewarded with over $500 in
donations!

The money raised will go to
SCAN (Stop Child Abuse Now) of
Northern Virginia, a non-profit
organization, located at 1705 Fern
Street, 2nd Floor, Alexandria.
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How is it possible to skip over
Franco in such lessons?  Because
these standards are set, many
teachers seem afraid and unwill-
ing to go beyond what is neces-
sary to help students expand their
knowledge.

 How can we expect to keep
these underprivileged from being
“left behind” when we can’t find
an enriching way to teach and en-
gage them? The Washington Post’s

From Page 9

Letter

education writer, Jay Mathews, ex-
plained in his article Let’s Teach
to the Test that a teacher prepar-
ing his/her students for a stan-
dardized test is “forced to adhere
to someone else’s views on teach-
ing … [and] is likely to present the
material too quickly, too thinly, too
prescriptively, too joylessly — add
your own favorite unattractive
adverb.”  I couldn’t have said it
better myself.  If the teachers are
indifferent about what they are
presenting to the class, how are we

supposed to care?
 Although doing well on the

standardized tests is important,
what is more important is that we
are learning for the sake of learn-
ing! So what if I can recite a few
facts that have been drilled into
my head since the first day of
school?  Have I developed an in-
terest in what I am studying, or
am I too worried about just pass-
ing the test?  Can I apply what I
have learned to anything other
than the test or out of the class-
room?  “Jamestown: First perma-
nent English colony settled in the
New World in 1607. Sponsored by
the Virginia Company of London.”
Throughout the year, this fact has
shown up on almost every so-
called “SOL based test” in my his-
tory class. Alright alright, I get the
picture!

 In a January 2002 news release,
President George W. Bush signed
the No Child Left Behind law de-
signed to “[strengthen] teacher
quality by providing $2.8 billion
for teacher quality
programs…[and] to use addi-
tional federal funds to hire new
teachers, increase teacher pay,
improve teacher training and de-
velopment or other uses.” With
this amount of money going to-
wards teacher training under the
No Child Left Behind act, I would
hope, no, I would expect that
teachers could figure out a better
way to prepare us for our futures,
not simply a standardized state
test!

Spring arrives amazing in
the marsh

It comes in a rush and
rushes

Rise to meet the blazing
sun,

Loft,  blaise and gazing,
that one —

The mockingbird — seizes
scraps,

Songs and things heard,
bits bending

On the wind to his hearing,
sending

Them aloft again,  lilting to
the ear, while

Zeal unbounded tilts the
singer,

Springing him into Spring’s
air

As if sheer delight beyond
our ken

Flings him there, again and
again

To testify to Spring, to sing.

Listen to the
Mockingbird

—Jack Sullivan

Poem

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
dad and The Gazette will publish them in our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and phone
number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoAX@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Alexandria Gazette Packet, “Me and My Dad Photo Gallery,”
1604 King St. • Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Dad”
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• Replace with Original 400 SERIES Andersen Windows
• Entire Window Frame, Sill & Trim Replacement
• Tilt-Easy Cleaning
• High-Performing Glass
• Maintenance-Free Fibrex Sills
• Grille Options Available

Andersen Warranty • Professional Installation • Free Estimate

POST BUILDERS, INC • 703-780-1051

Welcome Home
People

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo
The parents and staff of the Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church Preschool of Alexandria, raised $18,000, a 20 percent

increase from last year, at the Annual Cinco de Mayo Fiesta & Silent Auction held on May 2, at the historic George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial Members of the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta & Silent Auction Committee, included from left: (Karen Smith,
Leslie Teitel, Arienne Reilly (co-chair), Sara Petretich (co-chair), Becky Finn, Diane Moery, Gina Almeida, Jennifer Krieger,
Michelle Nachnani, Lara O’Connor, Erica Leahy, Anne Alfonzo, Kari Cafeo (Preschool Director), Kara Cosby, Tara Smith,
and Elizabeth Shea. Not pictured: Jennifer Costanzo, Kellie Cronin, Anne de Dios, Kathy Innis, and Kristin Matheis.

M
embers of C Company,
3rd Battalion, 116th
Infantry Brigade Com-

bat Team had an emotional home-
coming Friday, April 25, when they
arrived at the Leesburg Armory
after serving a tour in Iraq. The
150 Guardsmen were activated in
June 2007, after being home for
just over a year from a tour in Af-
ghanistan. “Charlie” Company was
one of five companies called up,
which represented the largest bat-
talion task force the Virginia Na-
tional Guard has mobilized in sup-
port of the “War on Terror.”

The battalion first reported to
Camp Shelby, Miss., for training
before shipping out to Iraq in Sep-
tember 2007, where the infantry
companies were assigned escort
duty. C Company operated in the
areas in and around Mosul and
Kirkuk. Nine soldiers from the
company were injured, but there
were no fatalities.

“You’ve done yourselves proud
and made all of Virginia proud,”
Maj. Gen. Robert B. Newman Jr.,
adjutant general of Virginia, said
at the homecoming ceremony.

— Jennifer Lesinski

Photo by Jennifer Lesinski/The Connection

Brenda Parker of Fort Belvoir hugs her husband, Sgt.
James Parker, after his dismissal Friday while their son,
William, waits his turn with dad.

Military Notes

Marine Corps Pfc. Christopher
M. Counts, son of Mary J. and Kenneth
L. Counts of Alexandria, recently com-
pleted 12 weeks of basic training at
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Is-
land, S.C., designed to challenge new
Marine recruits both physically and
mentally.

Army Pvt. David P. Selby has
graduated from basic combat training at
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. He is the
grandson of Marian Selby of Alexandria,
and Catherine Barber of John St.,
Suitland, Md. Selby is a 2004 graduate of
Thomas Edison High School, Alexandria.

Navy Seaman Jermie D. Harris,
a 2000 graduate of West Potomac High
School, recently completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill.

Air Force Airman Hasan Bilal
has graduated from basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base, San
Antonio, Texas. Bilal is the nephew of
Mohammad Ali of Arlington.

Paul Chenevert has been promoted
to the rank of captain in the U.S. Army
National Guard. Chenevert, an infantry
operations officer with 19 years of mili-

tary service, is assigned to the 29th In-
fantry Division, Fort Belvoir, Fairfax, Va.
His wife, Michelle, resides in Alexan-
dria.

The captain graduated in 1989 from
Catholic High School, Baton Rouge, La.,
and received a bachelor’s degree in 1996
from Louisiana State University, Baton
Rouge.

Marine Corps Pvt. Geoffrey L.
Hughes, son of Vicki L. and John V.
Hughes of Alexandria, recently com-
pleted 12 weeks of basic training at
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Is-
land, S. C.
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Huey Half Of Top-
Ranked Doubles
Tennis Team

Treat Huey, a 2004 St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes graduate, helped top-seeded Virginia’s
men’s tennis team advance to the round of
16 of the NCAA Tournament for the fifth
consecutive year, defeating Penn State 4-0
Sunday.

Teaming with Somdev Devvarman
(Chennai, India), Huey clinched the opening
point with an 8-2 win at No. 1 doubles over
Michael James and Brendan Lynch.

“I thought that was as good as we have
played all year in doubles,” said head coach
Brian Boland. “That gave us a lot of confi-
dence and a lot of momentum that carried
over into singles.”

Huey is making his second NCAA singles
appearance, as Virginia ties its 2005 school
with three players in the singles draw. Huey
is 32-5 in singles and is ranked No. 28 in the
ITA rankings.

In doubles, Devvarman and Huey, ranked
No. 1 in every week of the year in the ITA
rankings, are the No. 1 seed for the NCAA
Doubles Championship. Last year, the duo
was the No. 2 seed and fell in the semifinals.

This season, Huey and Devvarman won
both the ITA All-America Championships and
the ITA National Indoor Championships in
the fall, and are looking to be just the second
team to win all three major tournaments in
the same season, joining California’s Doug
Eisenman and Matt Lucena who won all
three during the 1989-90 season.

Huey is already Virginia’s all-time career
doubles win leader, a mark he set as a jun-
ior. The Cavaliers are 30-0 and have been
ranked No. 1 in the ITA rankings every week
of the season. They recently won their fourth
ACC championship in five years.

As a Saint, he was a three-time All-Met
Player of the Week, and was ranked No. 1 in
the USTA boys’ 18s singles rankings during
his senior year.

Virginia will travel to the NCAA Champi-
onships, held at the University of Tulsa. The
Cavaliers will meet No. 16 seed Michigan on
Friday.

Williams Sets Meet
Record

In the ISL track championships this past
week, junior Danielle Williams finished first
in the 100 and 200 meters, setting a new meet
record. She also anchored the first-place 100-
meter relay with Tatiana Bull, Mya Reid, and
Olivia Hooper. The same relay, with sopho-
more Brianna Richardson replacing Reid, set
a new school record of 51.22 at the Penn Re-
lays recently. Reid also won the high jump,
helping the Saints to a sixth place finish.

By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette

H
alfway through the season,
the St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
boys lacrosse team had only
one win. The same school

that went on an unlikely run to the Virginia
Independent School Athletic Association
tournament title, the Saints were a pitiful
1-10.

Then SSSAS won at home against Colle-
giate, then-ranked in the top five in the
state, and even then sensed they had turned
the corner.

And boy they have. Heading into a mid-
week tilt, the fifth-seeded Saints were vy-
ing for the Interstate Athletic Conference
tournament title, a feat that seemed so im-
probable a mere three weeks ago.

Having won six straight games, fifth-
seeded SSSAS ousted Bullis in the first
round and then shocked top-ranked
Georgetown Prep in overtime in the semifi-
nal last Saturday.

Because the IAC works on a point system
that splits the regular season and postseason
tournament, the Saints can’t conceivably
win the league crown. But the fact that
SSSAS, at 7-10 is even in the hunt for a tour-
nament championship, explains how far
they’ve come.

Sophomore Peter Labovich notched the
game-winning goal in overtime, ousting the
Little Hoyas for the second straight season.
Last year, behind 14 seniors, the Saints
tainted Georgetown Prep’s undefeated sea-
son in the IAC tournament before winning
its first-ever VISAA crown.

As the fifth seed in the eight-team tour-
nament, SSSAS started its title defense, ac-
tually before the IAC championship, by de-
feating Woodberry Forest, 10-9, on the road
Tuesday.

In the IAC, the Saints play Landon, who

Saints Lacrosse Teams Prevail In States

The SSSAS girls lacrosse team is undefeated and ranked third in the
nation according to www.laxpower.net

The fourth-seeded Saints downed Woodberry Forest, 10-9, in the first
round to take a step closer to defending their state title

Sports

Girls lax vying for
ISL championship,
while boys looking
for IAC title.

See Ireton,  Page 29

By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette

B
ishop Ireton knew it was going to
have to pull something special — or
magical — to end up with a rare and

much-coveted Washington Catholic Athletic

Conference tournament title. In both base-
ball and girls lacrosse, the Cardinals
couldn’t muster any more mystique when
it counted.

The girls lacrosse team dropped an 11-8
decision to Good Counsel on Tuesday at
Ludwig Field on the University of
Maryland’s campus. Not having won against
the Falcons since 2003, it was the Good
Counsel’s fifth straight WCAC title.

But second-seeded Ireton still had its
chances, especially early. The Cardinals, led
by George Mason signee Julianne Tela,

scored the game’s first four goals, and then
held a 5-1 advantage before giving up five
straight to close the half.

Ireton, behind sophomore Janet Tela’s
(Julianne’s younger sister) three goals, re-
gained the lead in the second half, only to
have it once again disappear. Junior
Chesney Hellmuth pulled the Cardinals
within a point in the fourth quarter, but
Good Counsel’s Mary Swarthout, the WCAC
Player of the Year scored the last of her
game-high four goals to preserve the win.

Brittany Barnwell had two goals for

Ireton, but received a second yellow in the
waning moments of the first half. Junior
Allie Fife and Julianne Tela each scored
once.

Under first-year head coach Cara Hurrin,
Ireton currently has a 16-4 record, and will
play in the quarterfinals of the Virginia In-
dependent Schools Athletic Association
(VISAA) state tournament on Thursday. The
Cardinals will take on Paul VI, a team they
beat 15-8 on April 16.

Close, But No Cigar In Championships
Ireton’s girls lax, base-
ball fall in WCAC tour-
nament title games.

College Roundup

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Eric Gilmore

703-917-6438 or  ecilmore@connectionnewspapers.com

See Saints,  Page 29
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From Page 28

Sports

Ireton
IN BASEBALL, the fifth-seed Cardinals

weren’t even expected to make it past the
first round, much less the WCAC champi-
onship game against third-seeded DeMatha.
After dispatching O’Connell and Paul VI
over consecutive days, the Stags won hand-
ily, 11-3, in the tournament title last Thurs-
day at Shirley Povich Field in Rockville, Md.

With both team’s best pitchers fatigued,
DeMatha got to Ireton junior starter Dan
Nicoll. The Stags scored three runs in the
third, then added another run in the fifth,
before exploding for seven runs in the sixth.

Ireton (13-13) struggled at the plate,
mostly in part to outstanding DeMatha de-
fense, before tacking three runs in the sev-
enth.

First-year coach Mike Gallagher, selected
as the league coach of the year last week,
had five juniors in the starting lineup, and
none on the first-team all-WCAC. If the Car-
dinals had won, it would have been their
first WCAC boys’ championship in any sport.
Ireton reached the VISAA state title game
in football playing an independent sched-
ule.

“I think it speaks real well to where we’re
going,” said Ireton athletic director Bill
Simmons. “We’re headed in the right direc-
tion and we’ve put a lot of money into the
facilities. And we have some great coaches
right now — when you put that combina-
tion together, it makes you better.”

Ireton failed to make the eight-team
(VISAA) state tournament, which began
Tuesday.

Northern Region
Lacrosse Poll
Presented by TripleEDGE Lacrosse

Boys Lacrosse
Rank (First Place Votes) Points LW
1 Chantilly (12) 120 1
2 Langley (1) 117 3
3 Oakton 96 4
4 Madison 84 2
5 Westfield 68 6
6 Robinson 63 5
T-7 Annandale 57 8
T-7 WT Woodson 57 7
9 Lake Braddock 34 9
10 West Springfield 10 10

Also receiving votes: South County 6,
Falls Church 3
Coaches participating: Annandale,
Chantilly, Hayfield, Thomas Jefferson, Lake
Braddock, Langley, Madison, McLean,
Robinson, Stuart, West Potomac, W.T.
Woodson, Yorktown

Girls Lacrosse
Rank (First Place Votes) Points LW
1 Robinson (8) 113 2
2 Chantilly (3) 104 1
3 Stone Bridge (1) 93 5
4 Oakton 74 3
5 WT Woodson 72 6
6 Westfield 57 4
7 Annandale 55 7
8 Langley 36 8
9 West Springfield 17 NR
10 South County 16 9

Also receiving votes: Yorktown 13,
Herndon 4, Madison 4, Thomas Jefferson 2
Coaches participating: Annandale,
Chantilly, Edison, Herndon, Langley, Madi-
son, Marshall, Robinson, South County,
Stone Bridge, Westfield, Yorktown

Boys Lacrosse First-Team All-Region
Name, Position School
Bryan Bayliss, Attack South County
Matt Johnson, Attack Annandale
Ross Fernandez, Attack Woodson
A.J. Cybulski, Attack Madison
Tyler Ott, Attack Chantilly
Ian Mills, Midfield Chantilly
Paul Gaski, Midfield Woodson
Dilon Brothers, Midfield Yorktown
Jake Nolan, Midfield Chantilly
Stephen Kowalski, Midfield Jefferson
Owen Masters, Midfield Langley
Dylan Grimm, Defense Oakton
Brett Burnette, Defense Langley
Patrick Pembroke, Defense Langley
Mike Quigg, Defense Chantilly
Danny Conlin, Defense Mount Vernon
Derek Keggerreis, Goalie Chantilly
Ross Lavin, Goalie Westfield
Coach of the Year: Kevin Broderick,
Chantilly High School
Assistant Coach of the Year: Dennis
Stewart, Lake Braddock Secondary School
Sportsmanship Award: Marshall High
School
Northern Region Man of the Year: Bill
Blaustein, Langley
— Girls lacrosse all-region team will be re-
leased next week.

Week Nine

F
or the Jefferson Colonials, last Saturday’s Virginia Scholastic Rowing Champion-
ship had a special significance. The regatta included a ceremony in memory of
former Jefferson rowing coach Eric Rothstein, who was killed in 2001. Driven by

their desire to honor Rothstein and to continue their decade long winning streak, Tho-
mas Jefferson’s Men’s Varsity 8 quickly took the lead in the finals and raced to a gold
medal finish. Also finishing in first place for Jefferson were the Women’s 2nd 8 and the
Men’s 3rd. Taking home silver for the Colonials were the Men’s 2nd 8 and Women’s 3rd
8. Next week, TJ will compete in Philadelphia for the prestigious Stotesbury Cup, with
the Men’s Varsity 8 and Women’s 2nd 8 defending their championship titles.

The Thomas Jefferson Men’s First 8 receives gold medals.
Front, holding Eric Rothstein trophy, coxswain Raj Goel (Herndon). Back
row, from left, Stephen Mathews, Chris Rutley, Chris Gear, Nolan Pollack,
Nader Al-Naji, Patrick Collard, Colin Haas, Phil Grisdela.

Jefferson Crew Wins Gold at States
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Saints Lacrosse Prevail In States
downed St. Albans 8-4 to advance to the

finals on Thursday. With a win, Landon will
win the IAC, but will share the league title
with Georgetown Prep if the Little Hoyas
down Bullis in the consolation game.

Regardless, SSSAS will take on top-
ranked Norfolk Academy, who displaced
Episcopal 14-2 in the first round at St.
Anne’s-Belfield School in Charlottesville, Va.
The game will start at 5:30 p.m.

SSSAS’ NATIONALLY RANKED girls la-

crosse team started its title defense in the
VISAA tournament, pounding Flint Hill, 16-
1, on Tuesday.

Because of the constant rain cancella-
tions, the undefeated Saints are also under-
going some creative scheduling.

In the Independent School League (ISL)
f inal ,  SSSAS faced third-seed
Georgetown Visitation on Wednesday at
Bullis School. Considered the heavy fa-
vorites, the Saints (22-0) haven’ lost a
league game in more than a decade, and
downed their league rivals 16-3 earlier this

season.
The Saints (23-0) displaced Holton-Arms,

with a 16-3 defeat, in the semifinals, when
senior Cassie Pyle notched five goals and
had an assist. Junior Charlotte Davis had
two goals and an assist, and senior school-
record assist holder Hadley Lankford had a
goal and yet another assist.

The Saints are eyeing a repeat of last sea-
son, when the 2007 team won the ISL regu-
lar season title and tournament title, and
the Virginia Independent Schools Athletic
Association championship.

From Page 28

Area Basketball
Coaches to Hold
Camps

Even though its still spring, the
area basketball coaches are al-
ready gearing up for summer
basketball camps.

At Bishop O’Connell, head
coach Joe Wootten will continue
his Coach Wootten basketball
camp, with a boys and girls over-
night camp, as well as a boys day
camp and separate coaches clinic.

The boys and girls overnight
camps are five-day, four-night ses-
sions, located at Frostburg State

University in Frostburg, Md., with ages
ranging from 9-18-year-olds. There are
five sessions, starting on a weekly ba-
sis on June 15, with tuition set at $475.

The two sessions of boys day camp
at O’Connell starts on July 21, with
hours ranging from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
on Monday – Thursday and 9 a.m. –
3 p.m. on Friday. Tuition is $220.

Wootten will oversee a two-day
coaches clinic Oct. 3-4, with tuition
set at $80. Past speakers have in-
cluded Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski,
Minnesota’s Tubby Smith, Syracuse’s
Jim Boeheim and Maryland’s Gary
Williams. The coaching roster will be
announced in July. All slots are cur-
rently open.

For more information, visit http:/
/www.coachwootten.com or call

301-805-4667.

Sportsman’s Club
To Hold Annual
Banquet

The Alexandria Sportsman’s Club
will host its 2008 Annual High
School Athlete Awards Banquet at
the Hilton Mark Center Alexandria
Hotel on Wed., May 21. Mount
Vernon alum and former NFL offen-
sive lineman Ed Cunningham
featured as the guest speaker.

Individual tickets prices are $50,
with a corporate sponsorship table
going for $750.

Sports Briefs

A reception hour will be at 6
p.m., with a dinner to follow at 7
p.m. To purchase tickets, mail
checks payable to Alexandria
Sportsman’s Club at P.O. Box
1011, Alexandria, Va, 22313.

The Sportsman’s Club, which
was founded in 1947, has themed
monthly meetings at the Old Do-
minion Boat Club. Social Hour
begins at 7 p.m. followed by the
regular meeting, which starts at
7:45 pm. Each meeting features a
guest speaker, and an award pre-
sented to the high school and
recreation department athlete of
the month. The meetings are fol-
lowed by a casual dinner.

For more information regarding
the club, visit alexsports.org.
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EmploymentEmployment

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY
Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions available
Call or email:

Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Air Conditioning
Service Specialties, Inc. is seeking HVAC 
techs for both Res. & light Comm. work 
in No VA. Enjoy excellent union benefit 
package w/full fam. med, pension, train-
ing, holidays, vac & competitive salary. 
Must have valid drivers license, provide 
good driving record & submit to drug 
screening.    Call   SSI   8-5pm    Mon-Fri 

703-968-0606

ARLINGTON COSMETIC DENTAL GP
Experienced receptionist/dental assistant 

is needed for new dental office in 
Arlington. Bilingual is a plus. Please call 

703-945-4044.

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Our Comfort Keepers® come first, that is why we
provide a compensation package that is second to
none in the area.  We also offer flexible full-time
or part-time hours, bonus programs. We only hire
the best!  If that’s you and you want to learn more
about becoming a Comfort Keeper, call us at

703-591-7117or visit
www.BeAComfortKeeper.com.

BONUS FOR LIVE INS

Demonstrators
C.A. Courtesy Demos is looking for profes-
sional and friendly Product Demonstra-
tors to join our growing team.  You will 
promote brands by passing out samples 
and driving sales of our clients’ products 
in local Giant stores.  Hours are Fri-Sun 
10-4.  Must have own car, card table and 
be able to stand for 6 hours.  If interested 
please call 1-866-619-6633 or visit our 
website at www.cacourtesydemos.com

LIFEGUARDS
Now hiring for the following positions:

◆ Lifeguards ◆ Pool Managers 

◆ Supervisors ◆ Regional Managers

F/T & P/T  positions.  Free training.  
Call 1-877-540-7665 or apply online at 

www.americanpooltraining.com

MANAGER
Ten Thousand Villages is looking for a 
full time Manager for our retail store in 
Old Town Alexandria.  Retail mgmt. exp. 
req.  Evening and weekend work req. 
Salary plus benefits.  Apply in person at 
915    King   Street,   or  email  resume  to
contact@villagesofalexandria.com.

Manager of General Accounting
The Manager of General Accounting reports to the Chief Financial Officer, and is responsible for all financial statement,
general ledger and accounts payable activities.  The individual is also responsible for insuring appropriate internal con-
trols, both within the Finance department and within the rest of the organization.

Specific Qualifications include:
• Bachelors Degree in Accounting
• Minimum of 8 years of accounting experience, including at least three years in a supervisory role

Staff Accountant
The Staff Accountant reports to the Manager of General Accounting, and is responsible for preparing journal entries, rec-
onciling and analyzing general ledger accounts, and understanding and maintaining internal controls.

Specific Qualifications include:
• Bachelors Degree in Accounting
• Minimum of 3 years of accounting experience, including bank and account reconciliation work in an automated system

environment

General Qualifications for both positions include:
• Excel proficiency
• Must be organized, analytical, accurate, detail-oriented, able to handle multiple tasks simultaneously, and able to

complete work assignments in a timely manner
• Must have good communication skills, both verbally and in writing
• Must interact with others at all levels in a courteous, professional manner
• Previous experience in an automated accounting environment is required; experience with Microsoft Dynamics

(Great Plains) is helpful
• Previous experience with fund accounting is helpful

Development Assistant: reports to Manager, Membership and is charged with providing administrative support
functions in the Development Office.

Specific responsibilities:  Answer dept. calls and inquiries; Record actions in “RE DB”; Filing; Direct requests from staff,
prospective guests, and potential and current donors / members including “concierge” type projects; Support special
events and prep for board meetings; Various Data Entry responsibilities including maintenance and tracking of donor /
member programs and events: Update, maintain online membership calendar; act as back up for departmental data
entry of contributions; Assist in processing and mailing membership notices; enhance departmental collaboration; record
minutes for various meetings, committee functions and support groups; work as liaison w/other MVLA depts. to coordi-
nate donor needs; Other duties as assigned.

Qualifications:
• Outgoing, interactive demeanor, enjoys working with diverse groups
• Experience with donor services in development office settings a plus
• Excellent customer service and telephone etiquette required
• Excellent organizational and communication skills
• Ability to manage multiple priorities along parallel tracks and meet deadlines
• Sensitivity and an interest in the mission of George Washington’s Mount Vernon
• Computer proficient in MS Office Suite and basic knowledge of Raisers’ Edge
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent training through job experience

Please send a cover letter and resume with salary history to Mount Vernon’s Human Resources Department by email to
hrmail@mountvernon.org, by fax to 703.780.8320 or by US Mail to POB 110, Mount Vernon, VA 22121. Mount Vernon is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Schedules, Sales/Svc,
 no exp nec, all ages 17+,

conditions apply.
703-845-8680

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& ‘08 HS Grads

$17 base-appt, FT/PT

POOL MANAGER & 
LIFEGUARDS

Fairfax County Park Authority seeks an 
assistant pool manager and lifeguards 
for MLK outdoor pool in the Mt. 
Vernon/Gum Springs area - $12.00 & 
$8.63    respectively. Lifeguard  training 
is   free.   Contact    John   McCarthy   at 
john.mccarthy@fairfaxcounty.gov or 

703-324-8549.

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

SHUTTLE DRIVER
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is 

seeking a part-time driver to provide 
shuttle service for staff on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons.  Applicants must 
have a good driving record, excellent 

interpersonal skills and feel comfortable 
driving a 14-passenger van. To apply, 

visit www.goodwinhouse.org or call 
703-578-7204/ EOE 

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

LIFEGUARD SUPERVISOR
EARN UP TO $800 PER WEEK
Looking for organized people that can
manage up to 10 pools and up to 50 staff.
Prefer applicant with pool experience. Must

have reliable transportation. Must
be or become certified in
LGT, CPR, First Aid, as
well as hold current Pool
Operator’s License.

Contact Chris @ 703-906-2651
Email: chriswaters@winklerpool.com

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com
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The winner of puzzle #0306-3 is:

F.J. Pepper

LIFEGUARDS
WANTED

We Will Train You!
Winkler Pool Management is

NOW HIRING lifeguards for the 2008
summer season.

Call Megan at 703-906-1647 or email at

meganbaker@winklerpool.com

EmploymentEmployment

CANVASSERS

Needed for DC/N. VA area. Great 
Pay and incentives. Contact Mark 
anytime at  443-677-2456.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

RECEPTIONIST
Alexandria based trade association near 
King Street Metro seeks an enthusiastic and 
reliable individual to handle the front desk 
operations.  F/T,  Mon-Fri, 8:30-5:00.  Re-
sponsibilities include screening/directing in-
coming calls, general clerical duties, greet-
ing visitors/vendors, assisting administrative 
staff with word processing, data entry, and 
internet research tasks as requested. The ide-
al candidate is a multi-tasker with a positive 
attitude and professional phone manner. 
Generous benefits pkg includes pd parking, 
vacation/sick leave, 401K and health insur-
ance.  If you’re looking for an opportunity to 
join a friendly staff in a pleasant work envi-
ronment, e-mail resume & salary require-
ments  to: receptionist.position@safnow.org.  
No phone calls please.

I have never been a knight in shining
armor. Nor have I ever been a man in
uniform (Cub Scouts and organized team
sports notwithstanding). Certainly I have
been a fish out of water and on occasion, I
will admit to having been a bit of a
wallflower. I may not be the most
memorable character you’ll ever meet, but
nor am I totally forgettable, either. I try not
to take up too much space (figuratively
speaking) and require very little attention as
well. Left alone, I will not wither and die.

Basically, I need to be fed and watered
daily, just like our mini rex rabbit, Chester;
he seems fairly content to nibble his kibble,
crinkle his nose, drink his water, inhale his
kale, and toss his toys from side to side and
seems not bitter at all when he uses his
litter. When out and about (about 30
minutes a day), he hips and hops and
chews everything in sight, and a few things
we can’t see so he needs to be monitored
at all times (not unlike some people I
know).

Left well enough alone, he will cause
goat-like carnage in the house (he’s an
indoor bunny). He’s already chewed
Comcast cable wires, “Monster” brand
stereo cables, newspapers and magazines,
the fringe on Oriental rugs, upholstery and
anything and everything he can get his
buck teeth on. As simple and mundane as
his routine/life appears to be, he seems
content, so far as we know. I mean, we
haven’t received any complaints as yet, and
he’s been a member of the family going on
five years.

It seems like the responsibilities I have —
and fulfill — with respect to care-giving our
animals (four at present; two cats, one dog
and of course, Chester), are the closest I’ll
get to wearing shining armor. And yet, I’ll
likely never know if that’s how my actions
are perceived. Will a cat rubbing his hind
quarters against my leg or curling his tail
under my nose mean love, gratitude and
appreciation? Or will he merely be
scratching an itch and I’m the closest thing
around? Does my dog Bailey’s close
proximity to my body indicate his love for
me or am I simply protection from a nearby
draft or is it a non-verbal queue to “treat”
him as soon as I get up? Is Chester’s licking
of my hand yet another sign of love and
affection or is it, as my wife, Dina, has
suggested, merely his need for salt and
moisture (a salt lick is a recommended in-
cage necessity for rabbits)?

Obviously the animals can’t talk to me
(unless this was a Disney movie), but their
actions speak volumes, right? I am their
hero, their universe, their savior. Without
me (and Dina, too) their life would be
difficult, incomplete you might say. Their
eyes, their focused glares, tell me all I need
to know. And though they are not blood
relatives, they are family nonetheless and
providing their cradle to grave needs gives
me a certain stature — and pride — that I
don’t think I would otherwise have, nor
have ever had not having been in uniform
— or armor — in my life (not counting
Halloween, either).

Granted, there’s more to life than animal
magnetism, but given my modest demands
and familial associations, I’m fairly content
to walk quietly — and write weekly — as to
my comings and goings, misgivings, faults
and foibles and stick it to the man; that
man most often being me. It’s easy to take
shots at others, anybody can do that. I’d
rather stick to the subject matter I know
best; me, myself and I. It may not be much
but it beats the alternative.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Write On!
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

And an  extra
special nod to
GALE Pierce!
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

WHITE TAIL EXPRESS
Junk Removal & Hauling
Solid Waste Removal •Yard, Construction
Debris •Entire Home Cleanup •Furniture

& Appliances •Estate Clean-out
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured

Aubrey, 571-216-9292

COYLE CONSTRUCTION, INC.
• Clearing • Grading • Hauling

• Sewer/water line
• VA Class “A”

License/insurance/workman’s comp
Reasonable rates • Sully Station resident

Ofc: 703-250-8910  Cell:703-508-7712

HOME REPAIR/
REMODELING
No Job too Small

Bathroom, Basement, Kitchens
Interior Doors, Framing, Ceramic Tile, 
Laminate floors, Deck & porch repairs, 
Moulding, Drywall, Interior Painting, 

Drywall Repair Licensed & Insured

703-431-9677       571-297-4242

OLD TOWN CARPENTRY
Home Remodeling, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Crown Molding

Neil Hughes
Licensed & Insured

703-799-8969

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

REPAIR SOLUTIONS

703-799-0020

•KITCHENS/BATHS
•ADDITIONS  •BASEMENTS
•CARPENTRY  •DRYWALL
•PATIOS  •PORCHES
•GARAGES  •PAINTING
•FENCING  •TILE  •DECKS
•PLUMBING  •ELECTRIC
•HEATING & A/C

HANDYMAN & “HONEY
DO” JOBS WELCOME
FULL SERVICE
REMODELING AND
REPAIRS. 20 YRS
EXPERIENCE. LOCALLY
OWNED, INSURED,
LICENSED.

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

The
PLANTSMAN

“PLANTING MAINTENANCE AND DESIGN”
Gardens, Beds, Tree, Shrub, Flower: Prune,

Weed, Fertilize, Edge, Mulch, Cleanup, Division,
Transplant, Dead head, Lawn repair,

Stone Walls, Hardscape
703-329-1908

www.landisscapes.com
Free Estimates

VA. Certified
Horticulturist

Licensed,
Bonded, Insured

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
(703) 768-3900

Brick, Flagstone & Concrete
Repairs and New Installation

All work guaranteed
Licensed   Insured

Visit us on the web at
www.custommasonryofva.com

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbishing • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-768-2151

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

HAULING HAULING

PAINTING PAINTING

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

• FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE CLAIMS  • VA LIC. #2705-050771A  • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE  • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP

•  REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding

Gutters
Windows

Emergency Repairs

703-734-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

MASONRY MASONRY

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

GUTTER

GUTTER

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash removal

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING
Yard Debris Decks
Furniture Sidewalks
Appliances Houses
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Mulching • Sealing • Fertilizing
Sodding • Spring Cleanup

703-863-7465

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

LAWN SERVICE

 TREE CUTTING,
Mulching, Spring

Cleanup, Lawn
Mowing, Sprinklers,

French Drains,
Drywall, Painting

Licensed            Insured
THE MAGIC GARDENER

703-780-2272 or
703-328-2270

TREE SERVICE

• Clean Yard &
  • Brush Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

This is an age in which one
cannot find common sense
without a search warrant.

-George F. Will
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CONDO ON LAKE ANNE IN RESTON. 
PRIVATE  BALCONY OVERLOOKING THE LAKE.

2BR, 1BA  SEPARATE DINING ROOM. FLR TO CEILING   
WINDOWS. FP, NEW CENTRAL AIR/HEAT UNITS. 

ENJOY  CONCERTS FROM YOUR BALCONY, WALK TO 
FINE RESTAURANTS, SHOPS, SWIMMING POOL, 

TENNIS COURTS AND MORE! $245,000 
CALL DONNA 703-819-3003

DEL RAY COMMUNITY
FLEA MARKET

SATURDAY JUNE  14, 2008
9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

at: The Salavation Army
1804 Mt. Vernon Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia 22301
(Enter around back in parking lot)

To reserve a table call: 703-548-0579  

PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

3 RE for Rent

ALEX/MONTEBELLO 2 br 
2ba Lux condo, 1/4 mi metro 

$1750mo 703-473-0900

“Cabin in the Woods" is 
available to rent starting 1st 
of April. Charming, authen-
tic, romantic cabin sitting on 
over 50 acres, backing into 
Furnace Mountain just north 
of Lucketts. $1575/mo Call 
today and start living in

"a little piece of history"!  
571-277-7710

4 RE for Sale

Alexandria         
$850,000

Stunning 3 lvl, cape, nr Old 
Town, 4 br 3 ba, hrdwood 

flrs, skylights, granite c’tops 
red birch cabs, stainless 
appl. cath ceilings, 2 fps 
upper lvl study/playroom,

patio, and more. dir: W from 
Metro to King St, to 
727 Upland Place. 

Open 1-4    Sunday 5/18. 
Fairfax Realty  Call Ray 

703-725-5922

12 Commercial Lease

OLD TOWN ALEX 2,500 SF 
2nd fl ofc 105 S Columbus at 

King. 301-441-3434 x101
CRC COMMERCIAL

15 Getaways

Ocean City
18th St/Boardwalk 

Condo
3rd floor, turnkey 

Beautiful:everything new
$800,000.

410-829-3201

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

26 Antiques

WANTED
SPORTS CARDS & 

MEMORABILIA
Huggins & Scott Auctions is 

looking to buy or consign 
your VINTAGE (Pre-1970) 

Sports Cards & Memorabilia 
+ older Americana collecti-

bles including Toys, Games, 
Trains, Comics, Coins, Politi-

cal Items, etc. for our next 
World Wide Internet Auction
Call Craig 703-220-4718 to 

discuss your collection
hugginsandscott.com

28 Yard Sales

2 Family yard sale 5/17 8-4 
Waynewood, Crossley pl r/d 

5/18 riding mower lots of stuff 

Comm Yard Sale 5/17, 8-1 
r/d 5/18 Raceway Farms, 

Newington, VA off Telegraph 
Rd. bet Beulah & Ffx.Co 

Pwky.

Kingstowne/Alexandria
Community-wide Yard Sale

Sat 5/17, 8am-5pm. Rain Date 
5/18, 8am-5pm. Off Beltway 
bet. Franconia/Beulah and 

Franconia/Springfield.

Mt Vernon Manor/Mt Zephyr
Community Yard Sales. 

Sat 17 May 8 am. Over 350 
S GW Pkwy.  R Old Mill 
Road.  R Gateshead

Multi-fam yard sale, Sat 5/17, 
9-1, 3591 Stephies ct, off Rt 
235 baby items, furn, powr 

washr, h/h goods rugs, jewlry

29 Misc. for Sale

$250 KING Pillow Top 
Mattress & Box set (3pc)-
Brand New, Never Used 

w/warranty. (Retail $500+) 
Deliverable 571-926-1990 

7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom 
set - Brand new in boxes, 

Worth $1200+ 
(Can help deliver)Asking $575 

571-926-1990

29 Misc. for Sale

QN Pillow Top Mattress & 
box set Brand new in plastic 

w/warranty! Can deliver. 
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL 

$150  571-926-1990

34 Pets

11 wk old seal (black) white  
M Italian greyhound puppy

for pet adoption. Healthy, 
sound and loving dog looking 

for a forever home. 
703-967-6646 for inquiries

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

117 Adoption

Loving couple seeks to 
adopt newborn. Will pay 

legal/medical expenses. 
Helen/Larry 888-834-3646

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

east of the Mississippi, at least for the military,”
Augsburger said.

An estimated 8,500 employees will relocate to the
EPG from their offices in Bethesda, Reston and the
Potomac Navy Yard.

All this construction work has
been underway without any
complaints from residents near
the site, said Supervisor Jeff
McKay (D-Lee).

“The good thing is, the site is
big and heavily wooded, so
much of the construction activ-
ity is isolated,” he said. “I
haven’t had a single complaint
from anyone who lives near
there.”

McKay said the new NGA
headquarters is one of only a
few projects he believes will be
completed on time, by the Sep-
tember 2011 deadline estab-
lished by Congress.

“I think the work at the EPG
and the work on the hospital are
the only things that are moving
along and can complete the
original schedule,” he said. “The

right of way is in place for the rest of the Fairfax
County Parkway (which will run through the EPG),
and all the environmental work is done.”

One major project still awaiting resolution is the
future home of the Washington Headquarters Ser-
vices, which just signed a three-year lease at its cur-
rent location in Crystal City, McKay said.  With about
one-third of all BRAC-related employees transferring
from that location to an as-yet-undetermined future
site, that piece of the BRAC puzzle will most likely
not meet the September 2011 deadline.

From Page 3

News

New NGA Under
Construction

Donated photo by Larry Franklin

Excavation is in process for underground mechani-
cal, electrical and plumbing for the central utility
plant building.

“We’re
starting to
see lots of
concrete
being poured,
things are
slowly
starting to
move
upwards.”
— Chris Augsburger

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper
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From Page 7

News

New Plans For Kings Crossing

One potential use of the Penn Daw Properties’ land on
Route 1 is for development of mixed office/retail space.

ANOTHER PROPOSAL brought
to the group Monday night sought
their approval for having a carni-
val on the Kings Crossing site in
June to benefit the Mount Vernon-
Lee Chamber of Commerce
fundraising efforts. JBG Rosenfeld
gave the Chamber their approval
“if the community approves,” ac-

cording to Holly Dougherty, Cham-
ber executive director.

“We have had carnivals along
the Route 1 corridor before but
most of the sites previously used
are now built out and there is not
enough room. The carnival needs
80,000 square feet of space,”
Dougherty explained.

Known as “Jolly Shows,” the car-
nival is a family business based in

Annapolis, according to
Dougherty.  It would be located on
the site for one or two weeks and
would close weekday nights at 10
p.m. and weekend nights at 11:30
p.m., Dougherty said.

She acknowledged that both
Mount Vernon District Supervisor
Gerald Hyland and Mount Vernon
District Substation Commander
Mike Kline, Fairfax County Police,

have expressed objections to
bringing the carnival to the Kings
Crossing site. Hyland stated he
was not in favor of the idea dur-
ing the Chamber’s recent “State of
the Districts” luncheon but gave no
reason.Jolly Shows brings its car-
nival to Alexandria City each year.
It is usually located in the front
parking area of Landmark Mall on
Duke Street.

After a series of questions to
Dougherty on various aspects of
the carnival, SBCA members voted
11 to six in favor of having the
carnival at the JBG site with sev-
eral caveats to prevent impinge-

ment upon nearby neighborhoods.
But, as Dale pointed out, “This

does not mean that there is any
guarantee this will go forward.” As
Dougherty noted, “Carnivals are
tightly regulated by Fairfax
County.”

The carnival is being proposed
this year to aid the Chamber’s fund
raising efforts due to the fact that
one of their primary events had to
be canceled, according to
Dougherty. Each year the Cham-
ber provides approximately
$6,000 in college scholarship aid
to deserving high school gradu-
ates.
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We Sell More Because We Do More

We Sell More Because We Do More

Weichert, Mount Vernon
8301 Richmond Highway

Alexandria, VA 22309

Weichert, Belle View 703-765-4000
1612 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 22307

703-360-7400
www.weichertmtvernon.com

SPRINGFIELD $357,650
Large Covington
Model, 3 br, 2 full
bas+ half  ba
w/country kit which
opens to nice deck
for easy cookouts,
FP in LL during
winter evenings. Or
exit thru SGD in
summer to charming
brick patio and
garden, fresh paint
ready to move in!

DIR: From beltway I95: W-Keene Mill Rd, R
Huntsman, L Armendown, to home on L.

CALL MIKE DOWNIE
(703) 765-4000 or

(703) 360-3189
SOLD $60M in 3yrs

U
N
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Alexandria  $285,000
Fab Montebello Condo
Enjoy 1 br+den 1.5
ba’s, remodeled
refreshed-updated
den has bkcase
closet and doors cd
bne 2nd br, Prego fls
in lvg areas ceramic
kit & balcony,
amenities galore,
metro come see.

RIVERSIDES ESTATES  $524,650
Lg 4 br, 2.5 ba, 3 lvl Colonial w/updated kit & bas, FP, hdwflrs, on
must upper lvls, skylights in LR, kit, ba, LL re rm, fresh paint.
Located in one of GW original farms, near Potomac River, GW Pkwy
w/easy commute to Ft Belvoir, Alex, Pentagon, Wash DC. Dir.: From
Alex, S on Gw Pkwy to Mt Vernon R235N, Mt Vernon Hwy, R Battersea
to 3301 on R.

CALL MIKE DOWNIE
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 360-3189

SOLD $60M in 3yrs

ALEX/SOUTH  $869,000
COUNTRY KIT W/FIREPLACE

Completely remodeled, 4 br, 3 ba, 3 fpls, huge deck, gar, hdwd
flrs, huge remodeled kit, underground utilities, great schools.
DIR: Alex: S GW Pkwy, R Waynewood, L Dalebrook, R Potomac, L
Alden, L Emerald.
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1-
5 

PM

CALL GEORGE CANDELORI
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 780-0547

ALEXANDRIA $525,000
LARGE MONTEBELLO

CONDO
Gated Community,
great view, 2 BR, 2 BA,
Den and large sunroom,
remodeled kitchen.
Master bath has tub
for handicap, new
carpeting, indoor and
outdoor pool, rec.
center. Easy commute,
walk or ride to Metro.

CALL GEORGE CANDELORI
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 780-0547
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CALL TILIE CASSIDY
703-608-2437 OR 703-765-4000

ALEX/SOUTH  $350,000
JUST LISTED/RIVER TOWERS

Spacious 3 br, 2 ba, corner unit, freshly painted
throughout, updated ba’s, new convectors, blinds & 6
panel doors, popular bldg, loaded w/amenities in pk
like setting just blocks to Gw Pkwy.

CALL LINDA SWEENEY
703-203-1005 OR

703-765-4000
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ALEX SOUTH  $185,000
ALL BRICK CONDO

Two level home in good condition. Foyer entry opens to spa-
cious living room with open pass-thru to kitchen & laundry
area. 2BR, 1BA.

ALEX SOUTH  $189,900
ABSOLUTELY STUNNING

WOW!  You must see this. All brand new renovation through-
out.  Granite counters, ceramic flooring, beautiful new baths,
and the list goes on. 2BR, 1.5 BA.

8640 Village Square

CALL HEIDI KABLER
703-850-2558 or 703-360-7400

CALL HEIDI KABLER
703-850-2558 or 703-360-7400
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ALEX/BELLE VIEW
NEW LISTING

$325,000
Three bdrms,
completely
updated kit,
w/full size gas
range,
dishwasher,
refrigerator
w/ice-maker,
built in
microwave,
ceramic flr.
just move in,

walk to shopping center, library, Mt. Vernon Rec. Center,
bike path, Potomac River, park & Express Bus. DIR: GW
Pkwy S, R Belle View, R Boulevard View, to 6502 B1. View
photos: www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER
703-780-4012
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